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HELP US HELP 
OUR NATIONAL 


For every purchase of 
our exclusive USA 
jacket, we will make a 
donation to our 
national teams. 

So go ahead . . . 

Show your spirit and 
join the team. You can 
be part of it. Because 
the flame burns within 
all of us. 


Our exclusive USA white satin jacket features 

flannel lining, slash pockets and is machine =- = 

washable. -- - — — 

Youth sizes: small (6-8), medium (10-12), 
large (14-16). 

Adult sizes: small (36-38), medium (40-42), 
large (46-48). 

Price: Youth: $42.95 Adult: $45.95 (shipping 
included) 


Send check or money order to: 

Alpha Factor — Dept. T 

P.O. Box 6246 • York. PA 17406-0246 


□ Send me free information on other Alpha Factor 
Team USA products. 

□ Send me Alpha Factor's full color catalog — Cost 
$2.00. 
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RECORD 

EXCITEMENT 

The 1987 Olympic Fes- 
tival in North Carolina 
was the site of record 
crowds, record scores 
and a bunch of great 
performances by Mari- 
na Kunyavsky, Robin 
Richter and Neil Pal- 
mer to name a few. 
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KONICA CUP 
PREMIERES 
AT 

PRINCETON 

The world’s best rhyth- 
mic gymnasts will 
gather at Princeton 
University in October 
for the first intemation- 
al gathering at the 
Konica Cup. 
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SOMETHING 
TO BE 
PROUD OF 

The International Spe- 
cial Olympics, recently 
held in South Bend, IN, 
brought together 4,700 
athletes from the 50 
states and all over the 
world. Although the 
athletes were assem- 
bled to compete for med- 
als, winning didn’t 
seem as important as 
trying. 
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PAN AMERICAN DOMINANCE 

Scott Johnson, Diane 
Simpson and Sabrina 
Mar represent just a few 
of the American gym- 
nasts who excelled dur- 
ing the Pan American 
Games in Indianapolis, 

Indiana. Johnson and 
Mar won the all-around 
title in their respective 
divisions while Simp- 
son’s gold medals in the 
individual event finals 
made U.S. history. 
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Introducing 
New Sleek fit! 

The ultimate in 
competitive leotards 


WINNERS WEAR 




Call toll-free for 
ordering information 

1 - 800 - 345-4087 

In PA, AK, HI, and Canada, 
call collect, 2I}-376-6)22. 


With the help of some of the best 
gymnasts in the country Elite/ 
Gym-Kin has developed new Sleek 
Fit, the ultimate fit in competitive 
leotards. Elite/Gym-Kin's new 
Sleek Fit hugs the contours of 
your body mirroring your move- 
ments, creating long flowing 
lines of grace. 


There’s more! Elite/Gym-Kin 
has also developed a new Shadow- 
proof Lining, optional on any 
special order leotard, that elim- 
inates “show-through.” 

New Sleek Fit. New Shadow- 
proof Lining. And much, much 
more. All in our new 56 page, 
1987-88 catalog. Send for yours 
today! 


Coaches/Instructors: send catalog request on school or business letterhead. All others, send 13.50 to: 
The Elite/Gym-Kin, 1230 Spruce Street, Reading, PA 19602 
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EDITORIAL 


Sports, 

The Universal 
Language 

By Mike Jacki, 

USGF Executive Director 

T he Pan American Games has 
always been an event of some 
controversy. In past years, 
the United States Gymnas- 
tics Federation has treated the 
event with mixed emotions. We 
would never enter an event with 
the intention of doing any less than 
our best. Yet, we often felt the Pan 
American Games needed to be 
treated differently. Therefore, we 
have perhaps not accomplished 
what many feel we could, specific 
to this event. 

Obviously, this year was 
different. With the event in the 
United States, a need to establish 
the USA teams before the World 
Championships and the Olympic 
Games, and with the Pan Amer- 
ican Games being hosted in the 
USGF’s hometown, we wanted to 
position ourselves for success. 
Needless to say, we accomplished 
our goal. 

Perhaps more importantly, 
we once again were able to see, 
first hand, the true value of inter- 
national sport. The Pan American 
Games brings countries from 
North, South and Central America 
together. We seldom have the 
opportunity to meet these athletes, 
coaches and officials. In particular, 
there are a number of countries 
that do not participate in other 
world events. At the same time, it 
is always fascinating to see how 
similar we all are in coaching and 
judging our athletes. 

The common point of discus- 
sion is always one of cooperation; 
how can we work together in the 
best interest of gymnastics and 
sport? These discussions take place 
with both sincerity and apprecia- 
tion. No matter what differences 
may exist between the two coun- 



tries, the need and desire for coop- 
eration in sport is always present. 

The Pan American Games 
was a success. Not because the 
American teams won, but more-so 
because we accomplished what an 
event like this is supposed to 
accomplish. We established and re- 
newed relationships with friends 
from other parts of the world. We 
participated in an international 
sports exchange and were able to 
shake hands with our opponents at 
the end. We found new things ab- 
out our friends from other coun- 
tries and these relationships 
helped create a mutual respect 
that comes from sport. We now 
have other ways to work with these 
people to assist them in their de- 
velopment. When they develop and 
improve, not only does the stan- 
dard of sport increase, so does the 
standard of life. 

Sports exchange allows this 
to happen; to meet new friends, 
demonstrate our skills and abili- 
ties and improve the quality of life 
between two countries or two peo- 
ple. Sport, and only sport, has this 
unique character. Sport is a 
wonderful way to reach people and 
it is truly the world’s universal 


EDITOR’S 



Notes From 
Pan Amania 

By Michael G. Botkin 

Editor, USA GYMNASTICS 

I t all started out so simply. Two 
years ago, Indianapolis re- 
ceived the bid to host the Tenth 
Pan American Games. No prob- 
lem, we have two years. 

Plenty of time. 

Flash, the two years are gone 
and we’re standing at the opening 
ceremonies watching Kristie Phil- 
lips carry the torch down the 
straightaway on the Indy 500 
track. 

WEEK ONE. The press be- 
gan to assemble for the Games on 
August 1. They were here in force 
from all over the western hemis- 
phere — all the heavyweights. Visi- 
tors began to flow into town around 
the fifth. Suddenly we’re con- 
sumed, the rhythmic competition 
starts and record crowds are 
attending. Outside, the volun- 
teers, still green, not hardened by 
actual combat, slow spectators and 
press alike with formalities. By 
Thursday, most would either rec- 
ognize your face or not be so strict. 
All were settling in for a long two 
weeks. 

The pin trading phenomenon 
began slowly. The pros came in 
early to dump off all of their left 
over Sam the Eagle pins from the 
1984 Olympics to rookie traders. 
Unsuspecting, delegation pins 
were eagerly given up for these 
pins which couldn’t be given away 
later. By the beginning of WEEK 
TWO, traders had chosen the Pan 
American Plaza for the unofficial 
venue to wheel and deal as the 
USGF staff watched the progress 
from its new third floor office. 


Everyone was still in a great 
mood as Hoosier Hospitality won 
the world over. Local watering 
holes were packed until closing (3 
a.m.) with the press corps and 
visiting dignitaries. Indianapolis, 
where two years ago on a Sunday 
afternoon you could fire a cannon 
down the main street and not hit 
anyone, was alive. The city was all 
dressed up and making a grand im- 
pression, and it was exciting. 

A long week (WEEK TWO) of 
competition ended with the United 
States gymnasts taking the team 
gold and several individual gold 
medals. There was no time for any 
other sports as the Hoosier Dome 
became home. Fatigue began to set 
in during the compulsories of the 
women (WEEK THREE), but it 
was the women and it was different 
so it was still exciting. 

Sometime between the 
women’s compulsories and option- 
al finals, Amigo, the mascot of the 
Games, went from cute to doomed. 
The jokes began to circulate along 
with T-shirts depicting Amigo’s 
demise. But the fans kept coming 
and the USA kept winning. 

By this time, the pin traders 
were out of control. They were 
blocking an entire intersection 
with their transactions and it went 
on night and day. People were 
obsessed going for that “one big 
trade.” By this time, the delegation 
pins traded earlier for Sam the 
Eagle were selling for between 20 
and 30 bucks. Poor old Sam was 
worthless. A USGF pin, which 
could be purchased in the office for 
$2.50, could be taken down to the 
street and sold for $17. Isn’t Amer- 
ica great? 

Sabrina Mar won the all- 
around as, next door at the boxing 
venue, Sugar Ray Leonard and 
Muhammad Ali signed autographs 
and gave pointers to hangers on. 
The excitement in the air was re- 
newed because the Games were 
almost over. 

Last minute shoppers 
dashed, crammed and groped their 
way to the official souvenir shops 


to get that perfect T-shirt and 
maybe a key chain. Soccer ball-yo- 
yos were big as were Pan Am golf 
shirts. Everywhere you looked, 
you saw THAT logo. 

The closing ceremonies, com- 
plete with boring speeches from 
dignitaries thanking the world for 
a great time, was highlighted by 
energetic tunes from the Miami 
Sound Machine. As the athletes 
danced and joined together, I sat 
stunned. It was over. 

Personal feelings were racing 
through my head. Had it been fun? 
I haven’t had time to think about 
that. There is a certain depression 
that sets in after you have been 
“up” for so long. You feel as if your 
best friend moved. Something was 
missing. 

WEEK FOUR arrived and 
downtown Indianapolis, once the 
hub of activity, was deserted. The 
main press center, located on the 
first floor of the Pan American Pla- 
za, was being tom apart, but still 
you needed a credential to get in. 
The gymnastics podium was down 
and gone and the Colts turf was 
being layed down. Already, every- 
thing was back to normal. 

At night, the local television 
sports were back to baseball and 
the State Fair was back in the 
headlines. The trotters were run- 
ning, the elephant ears were sell- 
ing, the com this year was really 
sweet and the pork sandwiches 
were better than ever. The sports 
anchors stopped using the smatter- 
ing of Spanish they picked up be- 
cause those who spoke it were 
gone. 

Here at the USGF, Congress 
and catching up was the order of 
the day. World Championships 
and the American Cup are going to 
be here before we know it. Then the 
Olympics, but that’s a whole year 
away. 

Plenty of time. 
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U.S. GYMNASTICS 
FEDERATION 

SAFETY CERTIFICATION 
TESTING 


Everyone Needs To Be Safety Certified 

1 . Promotes a safer teaching/leaming environment. 

2. Reduces insurance premiums. 

3. Identifies your commitment to your profession, your sport and 
your athletes. 

4. Implementation of stricter safety practices will help reduce the 
chances of accidents and/or injuries. 

5. Helps in membership recruitment. 


Sunday, October 4, 1987 

St. Louis, Missouri - 9:00am-4:00pm 
Adams Mark Hotel 
Fourth and Chestnut Streets 
St. Louis, MO 63102 
314-241-7400 

This course will be conducted by several USGF 
National Certifiers during the USGF National 
Congress. 

Please send registrations to the 
USGF Department of Safety 
Pan Am Plaza #300 
201 South Capitol 
Indianapolis, IN 46225 


Friday, October », 1987 

Richfield, Ohio - 8:30am-3:30pm 
Richfield Holiday Inn 
4742 Brecksville Road 
Richfield, OH 44286 

Course Directors: Ron Ganim - 216-526-2970 

Dr. Gerald George - 318-988-1220 
This course will be carried out during the Region V 
Gymnastics Congress, 

Saturday, October 10, 1987 

Binghamton, New York - 10:00am-5:00pm 
Sheraton Hotel - Binghamton 
Course Director: Paul Spadaro - 718-816-6287 
This course will be conducted during the New York 
State Coaches Meeting. 

Sunday, October 11, 1987 

1. Ames, Iowa - 9:00am-4:30pm 

Iowa State University PE Building 
Course Directors: Dave Mickelson - 515-294-4444 
Mike Sharpies - 515-294-4182 


General Points of 
Information 

1. The text book for the Certification Course is the USGF GYM- 
NASTICS SAFETY MANUAL. This text/reference manual is to 
be purchased and studied prior to course participation. 

2. The course will take approximately six hours, including the 

3. The Course fee is $100.00 (retest cost is $25.00). 

4. Certification is good for four years. 


Participation Registration Form 

Name: Mr./Mrs. /Ms. 


2. Austin, Texas 9:00am-4:00pm 

Course Director: Hutch Dvorak - 713-995-3315 
This course will be conducted during the 
Gymnastics Association of Texas (GAT) Congress. 
Friday, October 16, 1987 

Midland, Michigan - 9:00am-4:00pm 
Valley Plaza Inn 

Course Director: Steve Whitlock - 313-335-6770 
Course Contact: Judy Freiheit - 313-742-2151 

Sunday, October 26, 1987 

San Diego, California - 10:00am-5:00pm 
Peterson Gymnasium 

San Diego State University, San Diego, CA 92182 
Course Director: Ed Franz - 619-265-4576 


Address: 

City: State: 

Telephone: (H) [B) 

Course Director: 

Course Location: Date: 

Organization Represented: 

If USGF Member, List Type and Number: 

Form of Payment: 

Check Visa Mastercard 

Name on Card: 

Number: 

Expiration Date: Signature: 

Please make checks payable in full to: USGF SAFETY CERTIFICATION 
Mail Registration Form and Payment to Respective Course Contact. 

Registration Form Received: 


Sunday, November 1. 1987 

Minneapolis, Minnesota - 9:00am-5:00pm 
University of Minnesota 
Cooke Hall 

1900 University Avenue, Minneapolis, MN 55455 
Course Directors: Julia Thompson Aretz - 
612-890-9020 

Fred Roethlisberger - 612-625-9567 

Hmrsday, November 5 - Sunday, November 8, 1987 

Massachusetts - During the Region VI Gymnastics 
Congress. 

Course Director: Paul Spadaro - 718-816-6287 
Course Contact: Kathy Feldmann - 617-784-5830 

Friday, November 13 • Sunday, November 16, 1987 

During the Western Regional Coaches Congress. 
Course Director: James Stephenson - 505-277-3755 
Saturday, November 28, 1987 

New Haven, Connecticut - 10:00am-5:00pm 
Southern Connecticut State University 
Pelz Gymnasium 

Fitch Street, New Haven, CT 06515 
Course Director: Joan Hicks - 203-375-3244 


>1 nocemnor, 198/ 

Hawaii - During the Aloha Gym Fest 
Course Director: Sam Sandmire - 208-385-1657 


Confirmation Mailed: 


Dates, Times and Locations will all be listed in USA GYMNASTICS and 
USGF TECHNIQUE. They can also be checked by calling the USGF Department of Safety 
and Education at (317) 237-5050 


Nadia Fan 

Dear Editor, 

M y name is Yvonne King 
and I’m 15 years old. I’m a 
Class III compulsory/ 
optional gymnast and sub- 
scriber to USA GYMNASTICS. In 
your November/December 1986 
issue, I was very excited to hear 
about Nadia, and to see pictures of 
her. 

Ever since I can remember, 
she has been my favorite and I’ve 
looked up to her. Reading the arti- 
cle (Nadia: One For The Books) 
and seeing the pictures of her, I 
never knew how strong she really 

I read that article over and 
over again. Everytime I read it, it 
makes me want to work even har- 
der so I can be the best. I hope to 
hear more about her in your future 
issues. Keep up the good work. 
Yvonne King, 

Sacramento, CA 


The Goal 

Dear Editor, 

I would like to congratulate you 
on your fine efforts to produce 
an outstanding magazine. I 
have fun reading it because it is 
interesting reading about the 
famous and outstanding people. I 
would like to be one of those people 
one day. 

Hank Schott, 

Helotes, TX 

Confidence 

Booster 

Dear Editor, 

I love gymnastics and I’m com- 
peting team all-around. I love 
competing, but I get very ner- 
vous and shaky. My name is 
Asima Panigrahi, I’m 11 years old 
and a Class IV training for Class 

m. 



LETTERS 


I read a lot of your articles in 
the magazine and they were very 
helpful to me. I learned that if 
thousands of other gymnasts can 
compete with confidence, so can I! 
Y our magazine is great and thanks 
for being so helpful. I am a member 
and I carry my USGF card with 
pride. 

Asima Panigrahi, 

Kilmer, NJ 

injury 

Education 

Dear Editor, 

A lthough I read everything in 
your May/June issue of 
USA GYMNASTICS, I 
really paid attention to the 
article about gymnastic injuries 
(Gymnastic Injury: A Word To The 
Wise). 

I love gymnastics and I’ve 
been involved for three years at 
Northwest Turners in Chicago. I 
think everyone who is involved in 
gymnastics and works on appar- 
atus should read the article. 

Thanks for putting the arti- 
cle in, I learned something from it. 
Jami Garner, 

Chicago, IL 

Identifying 
With Injury 

Dear Editor, 

I was writing in response to the 
article in your Editor’s Letters 
section of July/August USA 
GYMNASTICS. I can totally 
identify with “The Injury” poem 
about pain and working because 
you love the sport. 

I was faced with the same 
situation. I fractured my back a 
month before the state meet. This 
injury would soon end my gymnas- 
tics career. I kept working out with 
incredible pain. The week before 
the meet, the pain got worse and I 
had to lay off a couple of days. 


I went into the meet cold, stiff 
and in pain. I was taking pain kil- 
lers and icing my back, but nothing 
seemed to help. My coach asked if I 
wanted to scratch, but by this time 
I was determined to compete be- 
cause I knew this would be my last 
meet ever and I wanted to win. 

I realized I had to block out 
the pain and do it - and I did. I won 
the all-around, vault, beam and 
floor and took second on bars. It 
was the only way I wanted to leave 
the sport I love so very much. 
Jennie Doyle, 

Washington 



Could A 
Student Injury 
Put a Lock 
On Your Gym? 



Rhulen 
Insurance 
Has The Key 


As gymnastic training techniques improve, rou- 
tines become increasingly more demanding. Your 
risk as a coach, trainer or club owner grows in direct 
proportion. 

Protect yourself and your business with Rhu- 
len’s "Key” Program. The most comprehensive and 
cost-effective gymnastic insurance package avail- 
able. Designed by our professionals to meet your 
special professional needs. 


Whether you're reevaluating your current cov- 
erage or insuring a new facility, you'll want to com- 
pare our full range of liability, property and accident 
medical insurance. 

Call today. Ask foryour free Insurance Informa- 
tion Package. 

Don't risk having a lock put on 
your gym. Get the "Key” from 
Rhulen. 






W AGENCY, INC. 

INSURANCE 


217 BROADWAY, MONTICELLO, NY 12701 / (914) 794-8000 / (212) 924-1950 
Call Toll Free Outside New York State (800) 431 -1270 / Ext. 465 




RECORD EXCITEMENT 



Joyce Wilborn was a shining star during the 1987 
Olympic Festival as she set two records and re- 
ceived the first 10.00 in the Festival’s history, one 
for floor and the other for vault. Her floor routine 
adds another dimension to the word ‘funk.’ 


( USGF photos ® 1987 by Bret Priebe) 


By Mike Botkin 

P re-meet chat- 
ter had this 
competition as 
a wash. “It’s 
just a bunch of 
no-name gym- 
nasts who will 
be there. Everybody who 
is anybody is off training 
for the Pan American 
Games.” But you know 
what? Somebody forgot 
to tell the gymnasts. 

Record crowds came 
in droves to the Dean 
Smith Arena, or ‘Dean 
Dome’ as it was affec- 
tionately dubbed, on the 
campus of the University 
of North Carolina to 
watch America’s second 
team battle to the last 
event — and nobody went 
home disappointed. 

What transpired at 
the 1987 Olympic Festi- 
val was an opportunity 
for those gymnasts 
usually mired behind the 
pack to come into this 
meet with the field wide 
open. This was not an 
event dominated by one 
or two gymnasts as has 
been the case in the past. 
This was a competition 
that, at times, had lead 
changes after every 
event. Where the men’s 
all-around title came 
down to high bar, and, in 
the case of Neil Palmer, 
his stellar routine was 
just . 10 better than David 
St. Pierre’s which pro- 
vided his thin margin of 
victory. 

It was also a com- 
petition where two kids 
from Nebraska took 
home the top all-around 
honors. Palmer, a stu- 
dent at the University of 
Nebraska and Robin 


Richter, a Lincoln resi- 
dent, put their state “on 
the map” according to the 
latter. 

But what the 
friendly people of North 
Carolina were treated to 
was the Olympic Festival 
at its purest. One set up 
to showcase athletes who 
may never get the chance 
to grace a podium at the 
World Championships or 
the Olympics. It gave 
them a chance to share 
the spotlight, to dream 
and the encouragement 
to continue to strive to be 
the best. So in this way, 
the competition that took 
place those hot humid 
days of July was more 
meaningful than any 
other in past years. 
Men’s Competition 

Neil Palmer, repre- 
senting the South and a 
good optional gymnast as 
he proved in the recent 
Championships of the 
USA, used his talents to 
ward off strong perform- 
ances by David St. Pier- 
re, Lance Ringnald and 
Chuck Gerardo to take 
the all-around title. The 
North team, however, us- 
ing the strength of the 
second, third and fourth 
place finishers, took the 
team title by a 278.700 to 
273.450 victory over the 
South. 

The classic battle 
between Palmer and St. 
Pierre evolved after the 
first event. Palmer 
jumped out to the early 
lead after a 9.50 floor 
routine score. He held 
this lead until St. Pierre 
executed his excellent 
high bar routine scoring 
a 9.65 while Palmer was 
scoring a 9.55 on pommel 
horse. 
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With one event left, 
St. Pierre held a .050 lead 
over the Nebraska 
senior. St. Pierre finished 
on floor scoring a 9.60 
and left the rest up to Pal- 
mer, who hit his high bar 
routine for a 9.75 to give 
him the all-around title. 

Gerardo kept him- 
self right in the middle of 
the pack with such fine 
scores as a 9.70 on floor 
and a 9.45 on pommel 
horse. “After placing 
28th at the Cham- 
pionships, I had serious 
doubts about continuing. 
But this meet really 
boosted my confidence. 
This will take me 
through the rest of the 
year and I will probably 
do better,” said Gerardo 
after placing fifth all- 
around. 

Robert Sundstrum, 
by virtue of a 9.80 on 
floor, pulled down the 


highest score of the all- 
around competition. A 
poor rings routine (8.85) 
put him out of the all- 
around hunt, though. 
“This (meet) is a great ex- 
perience. Optionals are 
what I need to work on,” 
said Sundstrum. 

In the event finals, 
St. Pierre got some con- 
solation as he won two 
gold medals (high bar 
and floor), a silver (paral- 
lel bars) and a bronze 
(pommel horse). He was 
the only gymnast to qual- 
ify for all six event finals, 
although in two events 
(vault and rings) he had 
only an outside chance at 
winning a medal. 

“I went 12 for 12 
and I’ve never done that 
before in my life,” said an 
excited St. Pierre. “I’m 
going to go back and be 
on ‘cloud nine’ for a 
while, then I’m going to 


train real hard. With 
each routine I got more 
relaxed and more confi- 
dent,” he said. 

St. Pierre’s floor 
routine captured the im- 
agination of those pres- 
ent for the individual 
event finals. “I’ve taken 
two years of ballet and 
had one year of modem 
dance,” he stated. “I need 
more flexibility but my 
training in dance helps 
me get around that. That 
really polishes my 
routine and makes up for 
my lack of flexibility.” 

Palmer came 
through with a strong 
9.65 on parallel bars to 
take the gold in that 
event. He placed ahead of 
St. Pierre and Trent 
Dimas. Lance Ringnald 
and Dimas provided a 
close contest as they 
pushed St. Pierre for the 
high bar title. Ringnald 
nailed his routine (9.80) 
as did Dimas (9.775) for 
the silver and bronze 
medals respectively. 

Gerardo got his 
wish on pommel horse, 
defeating Mark Bowers 
by .075 for the gold med- 
al. “I really wanted to 
win an individual medal 
and after floor (8.80), I 
knew it wouldn’t be that. 
I had three events left 
and pommel horse is my 
strongest event.” Gerar- 
do won another medal, a 


Neil Palmer, with his 
dramatic high bar 
routine, captured the 
all-around title with 
this event. The Uni- 
versity of Nebraska 
student didn’t hit his 
finals routine which 
paved the way for 
David St. Pierre to take 
the gold. 
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David St. Pierre cap- 
tured the gold medal 
on high bar during the 
1987 Olympic Festival 
in Durham, North 
Carolina. Pierre also 
captured the silver 
medal all-around. 


silver on rings as he was 
edged out by North team- 
mate Mike Chaplin. Pal- 
mer took the bronze by 
.10 over Dimas. 

Sundstrum took the 
gold medal on vault with 
a 9.70 for his handspring 
front with a half twist. 
Behind him were Patrick 
Kirksey and Ringnald 
who tied for the silver 
with 18.85 points each. 
Kirksey, representing 
the East squad, won the 
silver medal on floor just 
behind St. Pierre. Follow- 
ing him was Ringnald, 
who scored a 9.40 in fi- 
nals. 




The women’s all-around winners acknowledge the record crowd’s approv- 
al. They are Robin Richter, gold medalist, Danna Lister, silver medalist and 
Sunja Knapp bronze medalist. 


Women’s Competition 
As Robin Richter 
and Palmer left Nebras- 
ka together on the plane, 
they were gazing out the 
window chatting. “We 
were talking about how 
neat it would be if two 
people from Nebraska 
would win,” she said. 
“We thought it would let 
people know there is a 
Nebraska on the map.” 
After Palmer held 
up his end of the bargain, 
Richter, 15, did her part 
to put her home state on 
the map by edging Danna 
Lister 38.300 to 38.150 
for the all-around title. 
Behind Richter’s per- 
formance, her West team 
outdueled the South 
187.300 to 186.400 for 
the team gold. The East 
won the bronze with a 
186.150 count over the 
North’s 185.150. 


This was a big vic- 
tory for Richter consider- 
ing she was coming back 
from an injury. ‘In Janu- 
ary I fell on bars and frac- 
tured my left arm. I’m 
just coming back from 
that,” said Richter. “My 
major goal was to go out 
there and show off for the 
crowd.” 

She had no problem 
doing that as she came 
from sixth place after the 
first rotation to win with 
scores of 9.70 on beam, 
9.65 on floor, 9.55 on bars 
and 9.40 on vault. 

Lister endeared 
herself to the record 
crowds with her excellent 
performances on beam 
(9.70), bars (9.65) and 
floor (9.60). Her only 
breakdown came on 
vault where she scored a 
9.20. That came in the 
third rotation, just after 
she had taken the lead. “I 
was really nervous after 
the warmup vault be- 


cause I only got one 
vault,” she said. But in 
the final event, bars, she 
outscored Sunja Knapp 
by .350 to overtake 
second and the silver 
medal, while Knapp 
finished third. 

Joyce Wilbom, who 
began the competition 
with a 9.85 vault, plum- 
meted after an 8.35 bars 
routine but fought her 
way back into fourth 
place with a 9.90 on floor 
and a 9.65 on beam, 
usually her weakest 
event. But as the crowd 
was to find out during the 
event finals, Wilborn’s 
best efforts were yet to 
come. 

Wilborn’s mark on 
Olympic Festival history 
came as the largest crowd 
ever to see a gymnastics 
competition in the Unit- 
ed States (20,406) watch- 
ed on. In recent competi- 


tions, the North Stars’ 
gymnast has been mak- 
ing waves with her floor 
exercise routine and 
vault. It is understand- 
able that she do well in 
those events considering 
the power in her legs 
makes her a strong tumb- 
ler as well as giving her 
tremendous momentum 
during her vault. 

Coming into the 
vault finals, Wilbourn 
had a commanding lead. 
The only way she could 
not win the gold was to 
fall on her layout tsuka- 
hara with a full twist. 
But she took a page from 
Mary Lou Retton’s Olym- 
pic diary and stuck her 
vault as if she had three- 
foot spikes in her heels. 
For that, she received a 

10.00, the first in Olym- 
pic Festival history. So, 
just like Retton, Wil- 
bourn stuck her second 
vault a little better than 
the first for another 

10.00. 

“I really wanted to 
get a 10.00 on my vault 
today,” said a reserved 
Wilbom. “It was my first 
in competition.” Her 
score of 19.85 broke the 
1979 record set in Colora- 
do Springs by Christa 
Canary and Jackie Cas- 
sello of 19.55. 

Wilborn’s floor 
routine contains some- 
thing that is missing in 
every other routine — it 
has jive. It includes the 
‘Moon Walk’, plenty of 
dance and lots of crowd 
appeal. And when there 
are 20,000 plus cheering 
wildly, that adds up to a 
lot of influence. Almost 
as soon as she had a 
chance to run and wave 
to the other side of the 
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arena, the judges had 
thrown her another 
10.00. “All the people in 
my house do the ‘Moon 
Walk’ so I just incorpo- 
rated it into my routine,” 
said Wilbom. “I am very 
pleased with what I did 
today, although I realize 
the uneven bars are 
keeping me from getting 
to the top. I am going to 
work on them very hard.” 

She easily won the 
gold, scoring another 
Olympic Festival record 
of 19.90 in the process. 
Tanya Service took the 
silver and Lister was 
awarded the bronze. 

Megan Fenton, af- 
ter suffering through 
three agonizing all- 


around events and plac- 
ing 23rd of 24, finally hit 
her bars routine to make 
it into the finals. Tied 
with Lister at 9.65, Fen- 
ton, 14, of Sandy, Utah 
and Rocky Mountain 
Gymnastics watched ner- 
vously as Lister faultered 
with an 8.90 on her bars 
routine. As she 
approached the appara- 
tus, Fenton remembers 
little of her gold medal 
routine except for the 
very beginning. “As soon 
as my hands hit that bar, 
my body takes over. I 
really don’t hear any- 
thing during my routine. 
Bars have always been 


my best event. I was very 
excited to be in this com- 
petition.” Fenton was 
adopted from Korea and 
brought to the United 
States when she was 11 
months old. Richter 
edged Juliette Bangerter 
for the silver on bars. 

It was a hard fought 
battle but when the chalk 
cleared, Lister and Wil- 
bom had struggled to a 
tie for the gold medal on 
balance beam with 
19.450 totals. Knapp, 14, 
of Berks Gymnastics 
Academy won the bronze 
medal with a 19.300 tot- 
al. 

Despite the record 
58,659 fans who came to 


the four day meet, it was 
Wilborn’s performance 
during the finals that 
will go down in Olympic 
Festival history. “There 
is definitely absolute 
perfection in gymnastics, 
that’s what we strive for 
and obviously today 
Joyce did that,” said Fen- 
ton. “I don't usually look 
at other competitors, but 
she’s really amazing. 
She’s so powerful. She 
seems to float through 
the air and never come 
down.” 


GYMNASTICS/) SPECIALTIES 


PINS 
BUTTONS 
JEWELRY 
STASH BOXES 
DESK TOPPERS 
ROOM SIGNS 
WOODEN GYMNAST 
KEY RINGS 
T-SHIRTS 


Unique gift items for your gymnast 



CLEVER CREATIONS 


PENCILS 

PENS 

STATIONERY 

NOTEBOOKS 

NOTEPADS 

SUNCATCHERS 

WHISTLES 

EMBROIDERY HOOPS 
...AND MANY MORE 


WHOLESALE PRICE LISTS 2045 Helderberg Ave. FREE PERSONALIZATION 
FOR CLUBS Schenectady, N.Y. 12306 AVAILABLE 

518-356-2233 


Men’s Gymnastics 
1987 U.S. Olympic 
Festival 

Individual Scores 


Women’s Gymnastics 
1987 U.S. Olympic 
Festival 


Individual Scores 


3 Lance Ringnald North 

4 Chuck Gerardo North 

5 Mark Bowers South 

5 Patrick Kirksey East 

7 Trent Dimas South 

8 Robert Sundstrom East 

9 Spider Maxwell Bast 

10 Brad Bryan West 

10 Mike Chaplin North 


9.35 9.25 9 


25 9.20 8.96 8 


9.75 58.800 
i 56.700 
9.55 56.300 
i 56.150 
9.25 55.050 
i 55.050 
i 54.850 
i 54.600 
9.20 54.400 


I Robin Richter 
I Danna Lister 
I Sunja Knapp 
I Joyce Wilbom 
i Sheryl Dundas 
I Juliet Bangerter 
' Katherine KeUeher 
I Cindy Tom 
I Tricia Fortson 


South 9.20 9.65 


Team Final Standings 


Rings 




47.500 45.000 46.650 46.150 46.500 46.600 278.700 

45.700 44.950 45.750 44.700 45.650 46.700 273.460 

46.400 45.250 45.150 46.200 45.450 44.850 273.300 

44.550 41900 44.800 45.200 44.350 44.250 267.050 


David St. Pierre 
’ Patrick Kirksey 
’ Lance Ringnald 
Robert Sundstrum 


Team Prelim. Final Total Place Ni 

North 9.600 9.700 19.300 1 Nr 

East 9.600 9.500 19.100 

North 9.700 9.400 19.100 

East 9.800 9.150 18.950 


m Prelim. Final Total 


David St. Pierre 
Trent Dimas 
Robert Sundsin 
Tim Ryan 


North 9.700 8.800 1 


Pommel Horse 


High Bar 


Team Prelim. Final Total Place 

North 9.450 9925 18976 
South 9.450 9.450 18900 
North 9.360 9925 18.875 
South 9.500 9.350 18950 
East 9950 9950 11675 
East 9.550 8900 18.050 


Team Final Standings 

i Vault Bars Beam Floor 

47.450 45.700 46.700 47.450 I 

1 46.250 41800 41350 47.000 I 

45.950 45.750 47.200 47,260 I 

s 45.500 45.650 48.000 41000 I 

Balance Beam 

Place Name Team Prelim. Final 

' Danna Lister South 9.700 9.750 

' Joyce Wilbom West 9.700 9.750 

Surya Knapp East 9.650 9.650 

Dana Dobransky North 9.660 9.300 
Juliette Bangerter East 9.650 9.200 
Robin Richter West 9.700 9.100 

Women’s Floor 

i. Final Total 
900 10.009 19.900' 
.600 19900 
600 19.200 


Still Rings 


Mike Chaplin 
Chuck Gerardo 
Neil Palmer 
Trent Dimas 
David St. Pierre 
JayCaputo 


Robert Sundstrum 
’ Patrick Kirksey 
’ Lance Ringnald 
David SL Pierre 
Mike Chaplin 
Tim Ryan 



Robin Richter, All-Around Champ 


EXPERIENCE PAYS OFF 



Eugena Yuan, a rising 
star in rhythmic gym- 
nastics, performed 
well during the 1987 
Olympic Festival to 
finish fifth. She repre- 
sents the quality youth 
being produced 
throughout the coun- 
try. ( USGF photo ® 1987, 
by Bret Priebe) 


By Mike Bot kin 

T here is always 
something to be 
said about ex- 


mostly that it 
pays off. In this 


Marina Kunyavsky who 
received the dividends of 
her extensive rhythmic 
gymnastics experience as 
she won top honors in the 
1987 Olympic Festival in 
Raleigh, North Carolina 
July 22-23, defeating Di- 
ane Simpson and Irina 
Rubinshtein. 

Kunyavsky, who 
held a .30 lead over Simp- 
son after the first round, 
set four Olympic Festival 
records, including a rec- 
ord 77.40 all-around 
score. “This is my best 
competition ever,” said 
the usually emotionally 
reserved Kunyavsky. 
“For the first time we had 
the big crowd (3,600 for 
second session and 7,404 
two day attendance) 
which really helped all of 
us. Today I was perform- 
ing.” 

Her record-setting 
performances came in 
the clubs (19.50), rope 
(19.25) and ribbon (19.45) 
where she tied Simpson, 
in addition to her all- 
around record. Simpson 
grabbed the record in the 
hoop event with a two- 
day total of 19.40. 

One of the major 
drawbacks to Kunyav- 
sky’s routines is her lack 
of expression. Because 
her experience level is 
much higher than her 
counterparts, she 
appears very confident 
while gliding through 
her technically correct 
exercises. 

But slowly and 
surely she has been ad- 
justing her usually terse 


outlook into that of a per- 
former, which was cap- 
ped by her excellent per- 
formance during the Fes- 
tival. Because her 
routines incorporate a 
full array of emotions, 
when she does let loose of 
a flashing smile, a cat- 
like grin or a piercing 
stare, the effect gener- 
ated greatly enhanced 
her performance. 

In addition to this, 
she has the experience 
factor, which, according 
to Simpson, gives 
Kunyavsky an edge. 
“She doesn’t have to wor- 
ry whether the apparatus 
is going to be there or not. 
She knows it will be there 
and she can concentrate 
on completing the move 
and getting on to the 
next. For most of us, that 
isn’t the case.” 

That was exactly 
the case for Simpson. 
Still in the hunt for the 
all-around title, which 
carried with it a number 
one status on the upcom- 
ing Pan American 
Games team, Simpson 
missed her catch with 
clubs and the 9.25 score 
sealed her into second 
place. Ironically, it was 
the same miscue she com- 
mitted at the National 
Championships in April 
which put her into the 
same position. “I was a 
little nervous coming in,” 
she said with a crooked 
smile and a shake of her 
shoulders, “but we have 
to support each other for 
the sake of the team, for 
the United States.” 

Kunyavsky was un- 
touchable the final day of 
competition, posting 9.80 
on hoop and clubs and 
9.70 on rope and ribbon. 
Her usually critical coach 
Alla Svirsky was prompt- 
ed to smile and say, 


“When you win, you are 
satisfied. It was real im- 
portant that everyone 
performed well. This was 
a very important com- 
petition.” 

Another one of 
Svirsky’s gymnasts, 
Rubinshtein, came 
through with a very 
steady performance. Her 
innovative tamborine 
accompaniment for rope 
was hindered by the in- 
effectiveness of her ex- 
ecution as she scored her 
lowest total of the com- 
petition, a 9.20. But she 
calmed herself and 
finished the competition 
with scores of 9.45 or bet- 
ter to place just ahead of 
Michelle Berube. 

In just five months, 
Berube has brought her- 
self back into the top 
four, barely missing the 
cut for the Pan American 
team. Clubs during the 
preliminaries (8.55) and 
hoop during finals (9.35) 
proved to be her downfall 
to an otherwise uplifting 
competition for this 1984 
Olympian. 

Dacon Lister, who 
placed third all-around in 
the National Cham- 
pionships, detected a 
stress fracture in her 
right foot and was unable 
to compete during the 
preliminary round, thus 
taking her out of the run- 
ning for the Pan Amer- 
ican team. Lister, who 
was very upset at mis- 
sing this chance, wanted 
to make some sort of 
amends and competed in 
the final round, despite 
the pain, scoring a hefty 
37.75 which was the 
fourth best score of the 
day. 

In what could be 
called the closest thing to 
a rhythmic gymnastics 
phenom, Eugenia Yuan 
continued on page 44 
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1987 KONICA CUP 
PREMIERS AT PRINCETON 



Konica 
Cup 


International 

Rhythmic 

Gymnastics 

Invitational 


G ymnasts from 
six nations will 
gather in Prin- 
ceton, New 
Jersey, Octo- 
ber 17-18 for 
the first Koni- 
ca Cup. Scheduled to be 
an annual event, this 
new world-class interna- 
tional competition will 
“put rhythmic gymnas- 
tics on the map in the 
U.S.,” according to Unit- 
ed States Gymnastics 
Federation administra- 
tors. 


The 1987 Konica 
Cup will feature 60 of the 
best rhythmic gymnasts 
in the world in this 
beautiful Olympic sport. 
The reigning World 
Champion Bulgarian 
team will compete along 
with the best rhythmic 
gymnasts from the Unit- 
ed States, Soviet Union, 
Japan, Canada and Bra- 
zil. 


The two-day event 
will include competition 
in both individual and 
group exercises. The 
1987 Konica Cup will be 
the first major interna- 
tional competition held 
in the United States to 
feature group rhythmic 
gymnastics. ‘Those for- 
tunate enough to see the 
event firsthand or watch 
it on television (ESPN 
will be taping the com- 
petition) are in for a rare 
treat,” according to Nora 
Hitzel, USGF rhythmic 
program administrator. 


“When most people 
first see rhythmic gym- 
nastics, they are very 
surprised at how enjoy- 
able it is to watch,” ex- 
plained Hitzel. “When 
they first see world-class 
group competition, fans 
are absolutely stunned. It 
is truly incredible to 
watch.” 

World-class rhyth- 
mic gymnasts are re- 
vered in European coun- 
tries where they are 
treated as the athletic 
equivalent to royalty. In 
Bulgaria, world cham- 
pions such as Irina Igna- 
tova and Bianca Panova 
are showered with adora- 
tion, enjoying a celebrity 
status that in the United 
States is reserved only 
for the likes of a Molly 
Ringwald or Madonna. 

Their stunning 
beauty, grace and an 
absolute command over a 
sport that some insist is 
an art form is the reason 
for the adoration. 

Rhythmic gymnas- 
tics, as a form of artistic 
expression, has its roots 
in early European folk 
dances. Its history as an 
athletic discipline 
stretches back to the first 
decades of the 20th cen- 
tury when small, local 
competitions began to 
spring up. During 1940- 
1950, the popularity of 
rhythmic competitions 
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grew and in 1962 the In- 
ternational Gymnastics 
Federation (FIG) official- 
ly recognized the disci- 
pline as a sport. 

The first World 
Championships were 
held in 1963 in Budapest, 
Hungary, featuring com- 
petition in rope, hoop, 
ball and clubs. The rib- 
bon, now one of the most 
popular events, was not 
added as an official event 
until 1971. 

Each day of the 
1987 Konica Cup will 
feature group and indi- 
vidual event competition. 
All-around and group 
routine preliminaries 
will be at 7 p.m. Satur- 
day, October 17. All- 
around and group 
routine finals begin at 2 
p.m. Sunday, October 18. 
Both sessions will take 
place in Jadwin Gymna- 
sium on the campus of 
Princeton University. 

“This event will be a 
great boost to rhythmic 
gymnastics in the United 
States. It would not be 
possible without the 
tremendous support of 
the Konica Corporation,” 
said Mike Jacki, execu- 
tive director of the 
USGF. “Konica’s support 
of our national rhythmic 
program will be in- 
strumental in promoting 
the growth and develop- 
ment of the sport in the 
U.S.” 

In announcing his 
corporation’s new in- 


volvement with the 
USGF, Konica Corpora- 
tion President Megumi 
Ide stated, “We are in- 
deed proud to associate 
our name with one of 
humankind’s oldest 
forms of visual com- 
munication. 

“Literally since the 
dawn of mankind, 
women and children 
have performed rhyth- 
mic dances that are now 
embodied in the Olympic 
sport,” said Ide, adding, 
“This form of ‘visual com- 
munication’ is at the 
heart of Konica’s highest 
corporate challenge — to 
spread human under- 
standing through visual 
media." 

In celebration of 
this historic event, Koni- 
ca is also sponsoring a 
special promotional ex- 
hibition featuring the 
winners of the Princeton 
competition at a United 
Nations invitation only 
performance to benefit 
UNICEF. The exhibition 
will take place the eve- 
ning of October 20 in the 
main lobby of the United 
Nations building. 

Ticket sales for the 
Princeton competition 
will also benefit UN- 
ICEF. Fifty cents of every 
ticket sold will be do- 
nated to this worldwide 
children’s charity orga- 
nization. 
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REPORT 


Eligibility 
Update No. 3 

By Cheryl Grace 

USGF Eligibility Administrator 

(Editor’s Note: This is the 
second part of a two-part series 
dealing with common questions on 
athlete eligibility. Part one 
appeared in the July I August issue 
of USA GYMNASTICS.) 

2. You may be compensated 
for participation in advertise- 
ments provided: 

a. You do not represent a 
gymnast. 

b. Prior to enrollment at an 
NCAA institution the 
advertisement must be re- 
tracted. 

For more information con- 
cerning NCAA Eligibility Rules 
and interpretations of those rules, 
contact the NCAA directly at: 
NCAA Legislative Services, Nall 
Avenue at 63rd Street, P.O. Box 
1906, Mission, KS 66201, or call 
(913) 384-3220. 

Whether or not you wish to 
protect your NCAA eligibility, the 
following are important eligibility 
rules that must be followed by all 
gymnasts protecting their USGF 
eligibility for national and inter- 
national competitions. 

1. A gymnast may not be 
commercially involved with a 
company unless that company 
is a sponsor for the USGF. This 
rule would allow a company such 
as McDonald’s to have you appear 
in its television commercial, as 
McDonald’s is currently a USGF 
national corporate sponsor. If you 
were asked to participate in the 
same kind of commercial for Bur- 
ger King, you would have to set up 
a Limited Sponsorship Agreement 
with the USGF in order for this 
opportunity to take place and for 
you to maintain eligibility since 
Burger King is not a USGF nation- 
al corporate sponsor. 

2. The company should 
contact the USGF directly to 


formulate the agreement for the 
limited purpose of allowing you 
to make the appearance. All de- 
tails of the agreement, including 
the sponsorship fees, would be dis- 
cussed at that time. The Limited 
Sponsorship Agreement applies 
regardless of whether compensa- 
tion is paid or not. 


When in doubt, call the 
USGF at (317) 638-8743, or write 
to: Eligibility, 1099 North Merid- 
ian St., Suite 380, Indianapolis, 
IN. (After August 1, 1987, use the 
new USGF address: Pan Am Plaza, 
Suite 300, Indianapolis, IN 46225, 
or call (317) 237-5050.) 



S* IMPORTERS 


MANUFACTURERS • IMPORTERS 


6310 BUin Hill Lane, BAbriMom, MARyUwd 21209. teL. (?01) 317 7781 
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INSURE 

YOUR 

SUCCESS 


Insure your 
success with 
the nation's 
strongest 
program of 
gymnastics 
memberships, 
to insure your 
club, your staff 
and your 
students. 



r\ CLUB 

/ MEMBERSHIP 
X— PROGRAMS 

wm 100% CLUB 

mm PEAK ENROLLMENT 

U MEMBERSHIP 

EM MEMBERSHIP 

Add members to your dub 

No reporting of names. Fees 

insurance by name as they join 

based on highest number of staff 

your dub. 

and students during your peak 

★ ★ ★ 

month of year. 

No minimum number to join 

★ ★ ★ 

★ ★ ★ 

100 student minimum 

One fee for all, reduced in 

★ ★ ★ 

quarterly increments for those 

Reduced rate for age 6 and under 

joining your dub later during the 

★ ★ ★ 

policy year. 

Fees based upon quarter in 

★ ★ ★ 

which your club^oins program. 


New Quarterly Fee 
Reductions 

★ ★ ★ 

New 

Non-Gymnastics 
Coverage Available 
to Member Clubs 

★ ★ ★ 
Trampoline 
Coverage Included 
★ ★ ★ 

Master Policy Based 
on June 1 to June 1 
Year 

★ ★ ★ 

Liability & Medical 
Benefits for your club, 
your staff and students include: 

• $1,000,000 Comprehensive General 
Liability Coverage 

• $50,000 Excess Accident Medical 


Dismemberment Coverage 

• Lifetime Catastrophic Medical 
Insurance Program 

• Owners, Landlords and Tenants 
Liability Coverage 

• Hired and Non-Owned Auto Liability 

• Personal Injury Liability 

• Independent Contractors Coverage 

• Extended Bodily Injury Liability 
Coverage 

• Premises Medical Payments 

For more information on these out- 
standing Club Membership programs, 


U.S.G.F. 

Member Services 
1099 N. Meridian, 
Suite 380 

Indianapolis, IN 46204 
(317) 630-3341 






One for the gipper 


Men’s Champions. The United States accom- 
plished goal No. 1 as they captured the team 
championship during the Pan American Games. 
They are from the left: Brian Ginsberg; Scott 
Johnson; Tim Daggett; Tom Schlesinger; Kevin 
Davis and Charles Lakes. 

Featuring photos By Dave Black ® USGF 1987 



By Mike Botkin 

T o use some ter- 
minology from 
an old Ronald 
Reagan movie, 
it was time to 
“win one for the 
Gipper.” In this 
case the Gipper was the 
United States and those 
in need of the win were 
the much maligned 
men’s gymnastics team. 


The national pro- 
gram needed the booster 
shot the Pan American 
Games could provide. 
Doubts about the pro- 
gram’s effectiveness had 
been gathering like 
storm clouds on the hori- 
zon, and this unseason- 
ably mild August pro- 
vided the perfect window 
to peak into the future. 
The Pan American 
Games, on the inside, 
gave Americans a chance 
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to spark optimism and 
patriotism not felt since 
the sun set in Los 
Angeles back in 1984. 

There was only one 
problem with this perfect 
scenerio — a strong 
Cuban squad was poised 
to rain on the U.S.’s pa- 
rade. Led by the ageless 
Casimiro Suarez and 
Felix Aguilera, the 
Cuban team, who de- 
feated the United States 
in the 1985 World Cham- 
pionships (564.25 — 
563.00), had been locked 
away in training since 
September 1986 just for 
this event. To further 
spur them on, they re- 
ceived a personal audi- 
ence with Premier Fidel 
Castro who told them to 
go and compete with hon- 
or for their country. So 
carrying this incentive in 
their hearts, the Cuban 
team became very fo- 
cused on the task at 
hand — defeating the 
Americans on their home 
turf and defending their 
title. 

Injury laiden in the 
last two international 
meets, the American 
team looked as healthy 
as could be expected. 
Only Brian Ginsberg had 
a confirmed injury. His 
ankle had seriously hob- 
bled him and kept him 
from tumbling at all un- 
til the day prior to com- 
pulsory competition. Tim 
Daggett was “gaining 
strength every day,” so 
his shoulder was a ques- 
tion mark which would 
be answered only 
through actual competi- 
tion. 

Other than those 
two, the team looked 
healthy. Scott Johnson 
came in strong and deter- 
mined, fresh off his vic- 
tory in the Cham- 
pionships of the USA. 
Charles Lakes was heal- 
thy and in shape and 



Scott Johnson continued his string of victories 
with an all-around title. Johnson made Pan 
American Games history when he became the 
first athlete to qualify in every event. 


looked to be pushing for a 
berth in the all-around 
finals. Kevin Davis and 
Tom Schlesinger were 
ready to provide strong 
support needed in the 
team effort. So, on paper, 
the U.S. squad looked 
good. Cuba had no appar- 
ent injuries coming into 
the meet. 

Another added 
pressure was the pre- 
sence of every major 
media in the Western 
Hemisphere, including 
extensive television 
coverage here in the 
United States. So coming 
in, the gymnasts were 
well aware of the impact 
a good performance 
would have on the team 
prospects at the World 
Championships and on 
the national program. 


Compulsory 

Competition 

The significance of 
the compulsory competi- 
tion for the Americans 
wasn’t that it was 50 per- 
cent of the team score, 
the real test came in the 
difference between the 
Pan American compul- 
sories and their Olympic 
counterparts. As it 
turned out, the American 
squad had just three 
short weeks to prepare 
having just completed 
the Olympic compulsor- 
ies at the Cham- 
pionships. 

As was expected, 
the race quickly was 
down to the USA and 
Cuba. Johnson and 
Suarez set the early pace 


with Johnson getting the 
best of the judging. Dur- 
ing this session he re- 
ceived 9.90 on vault and 
parallel bars and estab- 
lished himself as the ear- 
ly leader scoring 58.75. 
“The Pan American com- 
pulsories are easier,” said 
Johnson, “so what that 
does is make the competi- 
tion tighter. It helped my 
confidence to go out and 
do my first event to par 
and score a 9.90.” 

All the questions 
about the strength in 
Daggett’s shoulder were 
answered when his arm 
buckled during his rings 
routine. Up until this 
point, he was leading the 
competition but the 8.850 
score dropped him far 
down into the pack. To 
further complicate his 



Casimiro Suarez, of 
Cuba, was the old man 
of the meet at 24 years. 
But despite his age and 
five-foot, 11-inch 
frame, he still felt like 
he was No. 1. 
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Tim Daggett’s shoulder posed some problems during his rings routine but 
he didn’t let it hinder him during his high bar set which propelled him to a 
third place all-around medal. 


matters, he performed 
his vault, a simple hand- 
spring, poorly and re- 
ceived a 9.000. “I have no 
strength in my left arm,” 
said a dejected Daggett. 
“1 came down hard on it 
and it completely buck- 
led. It was a disaster.” 
The disaster put Daggett 
in an eighth place tie 
with Jesus Rivera, of 
Cuba, at the end of com- 
pulsories. 

Suarez went out 
and manhandled the 
equipment as he is used 
to doing. His large frame, 
five-feet, 11-inches, 
makes him one of the big- 
gest gymnasts in the 
world. “Any athlete can 
do anything if he trains 
properly,” said the veter- 
an competitor. “My 
height poses no prob- 
lems.” 

One problem it does 
pose is during his pom- 
mel horse routine. Be- 
cause of his long lines, it 
becomes hard for him to 
keep himself together 
and due to this the tenths 
add up making it his 
weakest event. That 
theory held true in the 
compulsory session as he 
received a 9.30 for his 
generally sloppy routine. 

Going into the team 
finals, the United States, 
with a strong team effort, 
held a comfortable lead of 
289.900 to 288.050 over 
Cuba. Brazil was a dis- 
tant third (276.350), fol- 
lowed by Mexico 
(273.900). 

Team Finals 

For the team title, it 
seemed all the Amer- 
icans had to do was show 
up. They showed up but 
somewhere in between 
something went wrong. 
Lakes fell in his room at 
the Village and bruised 
his tailbone to the point 
he was on crutches and 
questionable. Ginsberg’s 
ankle was ailing him. 


Daggett was complain- 
ing of feeling sluggish 
which would later be di- 
agnosed as the infant 
stages of mononucleosis, 
and to top matters off, 
Davis severly sprained 
his ankle warming up. 
So, the once comfortable 
lead looked very vulner- 
able. 

But in stepped 
pride. “As soon as I put 
my jersey with the Amer- 
ican flag on this morning, 
I realized that's what it is 
all about,” said Johnson. 
‘T was very proud of this 
team.” Daggett added, 
“You just have to go and 
do your stuff when you’re 
called upon.” 

There was plenty to 
be proud of that day in 
the Hoosier Dome. John- 
son was superb in his per- 
formance, scoring 9.700 
or better on every event. 
Davis, although severely 
hobbled with his 
sprained ankle keeping 
him out of two events 


(floor and vault), helped 
the effort with a 9.750 on 
pommel horse and a 
9.650 on parallel bars. 

When the chalk 
cleared, the United 
States had accomplished 
goal one — a gold medal in 
the team competition. In 
doing so they shattered 
the old Pan American 
Games team score by 
over five points, amass- 
ing 577.050 points to 
Cuba’s 574.100. Brazil, 
with a very consistent 
performance throughout 
the team finals, slipped 
in for the bronze with a 
score of 550.800. “It was 
all team tonight,” said 
Daggett. “We had a lot of 
problems to overcome. 
What you saw tonight 
was six guys who wanted 
something very badly 
and who were going to 
work through anything 
to get it.” 

Afterwards, in 
Suarez’s opinion, the 
United States did not de- 
serve to win. “Our team, 
collectively, didn’t fail on 


any apparatus. I believe 
the judges were partial to 
the North Americans. 
We tried to be better than 
the Americans and I be- 
lieve we competed a lot 
better than they did, but 
the points of the judges 
were very low for the 
Cubans,” he said with a 
smile adding, “That is 
sports. We look forward 
to competing in the 
World Championships. 
We think we’ll have a 
better chance.” 
All-Around Finals 

As he had through- 
out the competition, 
Johnson’s dominance 
flourished during the all- 
around finals. By this 
time, that was almost a 
given. The incredible 
story, from the men’s 
program point of view, 
came from the gutsy per- 
formance of Daggett. 
“We all expected Scott to 
win,” said Abie Gross- 
feld, men’s head coach. 
“Tim getting the bronze 
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was really icing on the 
cake. That will be a real 
boost to the program.” 

While Johnson was 
amassing a large lead 
over Suarez with scores 
of 9.850 on floor and par- 
allel bars, 9.750 on rings 
and 9.600 on vault, Dag- 
gett was slowly chipping 
away at Aguilera for 
third. The crowd turned 
full attention to Johnson 
when he fell off pommel 
horse in his fifth rotation 
and scored a 9.100, open- 
ing a small crack for 
Suarez. But with only 
high bar left, the gold 
was academic. “At that 
point,” said Johnson, “I 
knew I had the competi- 
tion won. I wasn’t that 
concerned with the score, 
all I wanted to do was go 
into my last event and do 
the very best that I 
could.” For the win, 
Suarez needed a 10.250 
to tie Johnson. 

Daggett, on the 
other hand, was up to his 
toughest event, rings. “I 
knew what Tim needed (a 
9.550) to take the bronze, 
but I didn’t tell him,” said 
Grossfeld. “All I said was 
that it was really impor- 
tant — really important.” 
Although noticably 
struggling with the 
strength moves, Daggett 
put his heart into the 
routine and when he 
stuck his dismount, 
knowing he would re- 
ceive the necessary 
points, Grossfeld rushed 
over to him and lifted 
him off the ground. Dag- 
gett received a 9.550, just 
enough to edge Aguilera 
by .050 for the bronze. 

“I knew it would be 
a good day after vault, 
usually one of my worst 
events. I hit it and 
thought, ‘Hey, that’s 
really good for me,”’ said 
Daggett. “But I’m just 
happy to get through this 
competition.” 


Event Finals 

It has become 
known as the gymnastics 
meet that would never 
end. In a marathon ses- 
sion lasting over four 
hours, jam-packed with 
all the plea bargaining 
and detante associated 
with most major peace 
negotiations, Sunday’s 
finals were marred by 
countless judging confer- 
ences. 

Despite all the the 
hemispherial bartering, 
despite the long hours, 
what came out was that 
Johnson became the first 
athlete in Pan American 
Games history to go all 
24 events, which made 
his day even longer. In 
his day’s work, Johnson 
earned four silver and 
two gold medals (rings 
and parallel bars) to go 
along with his team and 
all-around golds. 

Daggett’s strength 
didn’t seem to hinder him 
during his pommel horse 
routine as he scored a 
strong 9.70 to take the 
gold on that event. Tony 
Pineda, representing 
Mexico, performed one of 


the best high bar 
routines of the meet com- 
pleting a Gaylord II for a 
9.80. Another memor- 
able routine was that of 
Suarez who completed a 
full twisting Geinger and 
a full twisting front out of 
an eagle grip for a 9.80 to 
tie for the silver with 
Johnson. 


When not a student at 
UCLA, Tony Pineda is 
an international gym- 
nast for his native Mex- 
ico. He performed one 
of the best high bar 
routines of the meet in 
which he completed 
his Gaylord II to score 
a 9.80. ‘ 


Felix Aguilera of Cuba 
showed why his coun- 
try will be a power to 
be reckoned with in 
the future. He and 
Casimiro Suarez pro- 
vided the one-two 
punch to the Cuban’s 
silver medal perfor- 
mance. 




A 

(A) Tim Daggett accepts his gold medal on pom- 
mel horse with Scott Johnson (left) taking the 
silver. On the right, bronze medalists Felix 
Aguilera, Cuba, and Mario Gonzalez, Puerto 
Rico. (B) Disney's opulent Opening Ceremonies 
at the Indianapolis 500 Mile Track. (C) Scott 
Johnson waves during the Opening Ceremonies' 
Parade of Athletes. (D) The Ceremonies included 
thousands of balloons and volunteers. (E) 
Athletes from the United States. (F) Melissa 
Marlowe pauses for the Star Spangled Banner 
after winning the gold for uneven bars. Poised in 
front of her is Sabrina Mar. (G) The Hoosier 
Dome, the venue for gymnastics, was filled with 
people for almost every session as over 65,000 
fans saw the action. 





By Mike Botkin 

B lowouts in the 
Hoosier Dome 
aren’t uncom- 
mon realizing 
it’s the home of 
the professional 
football team, 
the Indianapolis Colts. 
But during the Pan 
American Games, a 
blowout of a different 
kind occurred as the 
United States completely 
dominated the women’s 
gymnastics competition. 

From the word go, 
the women took the team 
title and just about every 
other form of precious 
metal available. 

Coming into the 
meet, the coaches tried to 
keep the girls on edge by 
telling them about how 
explosive the Cuban 
team was. But from the 
Championships of the 
USA, the team that 
evolved from that com- 
petition was so strong it 
was going to take a su- 
perhuman effort on the 
part of the Cubans, or 
any other Western 
Hemisphere country, to 
knock this squad off. 

“This is an interest- 
ing group we have,” said 
Greg Marsden, women’s 
head coach. “They are 
young athletes that show 
a lot of promise. We’re ex- 
pecting to take home a lot 
of medals this week,” he 
predicted prior to the 
meet. 

The Canadians 
kept their first team back 
home in training for the 
World Championships 


CONTEST 



Sabrina Mar is greeted by her enthusiastic teammates after her spectacular 
floor exercise routine. Leading the parade of huggers is Kelly Garrison- 
Steves, Melissa Marlowe and alternate Phoebe Mills (with watches). 



The victorious women’s team taking the gold medal with 
a Pan American Games record score of 385.950 points to 
Cuba’s 376.375. Pictured from the left are: Hope Spivey; 
Kristie Phillips; Melissa Marlowe; Kelly Garrison- 
Steves; Sabrina Mar and Rhonda Faehn. 


and decided to send the 
second string, who, as it 
turned out, were no 
match for the United 
States or Cuba. So, as it 
was in the men's competi- 
tion, right off the bat it 
was a battle between the 
U.S. and Cuba — one that 
didn’t last too long. 
Compulsory 
Competition 

The first indication 
of how well the women 
were going to fare came 
on the very first vault, or 
salto de caballo as it is 
called in Spanish. Kelly 
Garrison-Steves, who be- 
fore the meet was on the 
bubble as far as the sta- 
tus of alternate went, 
nailed her front hand- 
spring and set the scoring 
at 9.675. 

She also set a high 
standard on the following 
event, uneven bars, scor- 
ing a 9.550. From there 
the scores inched upward 
ending in a 9.850 for 
Melissa Marlowe. So af- 
ter the first two events, 
the United States had 
amassed a lead of 1.60. 
The only break came 
when Rhonda Faehn fell 
off beam to begin that 
rotation, but by the time 
Kristie Phillips ended, 
the scores were up to 
9.825. 

At the end of the 
compulsory competition, 
the Americans held a 


commanding 192.825 to 
189.600 lead over Cuba. 
Canada was way back 
with an even 185. 

Team Finals 

The women 
squeeked through with a 
nine point victory, shat- 
tering the old Pan Amer- 
ican Games record with 
385.950 points. The ex- 
citement of the day came 
from Sabrina Mar who, 
surprisingly, led after 
two rounds. The first five 



Considered by many to be the most 
powerful female gymnast in this country, 
Rhonda Faehn shows her power during 
her bars routine. 
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Kelly Garrison-Steves is a picture of grace and beauty during her balance 
beam routine as she glides effortlessly to a gold medal on that event. 


spots read like a USA ros- 
ter with Mar at the top 
with 77.550 points. 

Mar’s ascent to the 
top of the standings was 
aided by Phillips’ fall off 
beam which shocked 
everyone. “It was a stu- 
pid mistake on my part,” 
said Phillips. “I wasn’t 
concentrating on my full 
turn. It just happened, so 
I can’t get mad.” One 
thing it did prove was 
this gymnast was hu- 

Faehn neared 
perfection for her round- 
off layout with a full 
twist vault, scoring a 
9.950. “Vault is my 
strongest area,” she said. 
“I felt like that was one of 
the better vaults I have 
ever done.” 

Spirits ran high af- 
ter the overwhelming 
team victory. “We want 
to make a statement to 



Sabrina Mar is happy 
the pain of 1986 is all 
behind her. 


Mar-velous Time 

By Mike Botkin 

he dream 
year — 1985. 
Sabrina Mar 
bursts onto the 
gymnastics 
scene, becom- 
ing national 
champ in her first Cham- 
pionships as a senior 
team member. “That,” 
admits Mar, “was a great 
year.” 

The difference a 
year makes. In came 
1986 and Mar suddenly 
was forced to come to 
grips with injury. “After 
the World Champion- 
ships, we discovered my 
back problem,” she said. 
Practice and pain became 
one and the same, Mar 
wondered why she even 
continued. “In 1986, I 
didn’t know why I was 
doing this to myself. I 


didn’t know how to train. 
All I knew was 1988 was 
so close, I couldn’t give up 
my goal (the Olympics). I 
had to work something 
out.” 

Determination led 
Mar to develop her cur- 
rent training regimen. “I 
had to realize I couldn’t 
do as many repetitions as 
before. I had to use my 
time better with no 
waste.” 

With the correct for- 
mula, Mar was able to re- 
turn to competition in the 
same, if not better, shape. 
"I feel stronger. I have 
grown three to five in- 
ches since 1985 and 
SCATS has developed a 
new conditioning prog- 
ram which takes one 
hour after each practice.” 

Since Mar won her 
championship and com- 
peted in the World 
Championships, her role 


on the team has changed 
as much as her training 
schedule. “Kelly (Garri- 
son-Steves) and I are con- 
sidered “veterans.” I 
think that is an advan- 
tage to the team but it’s a 
different feeling being 
the veteran considering 
just two years ago I was 
the kid.” 

But, standing atop 
the victor’s stand waiting 
to receive the all-around 
gold, all the pain and 
time spent struggling 
was suddenly put into 
perspective. “1986 helped 
to open my eyes. It helped 
me become a better com- 
petitor. Gymnastics 
takes a lot of your life. It’s 
hard to explain, but it’s 
something that becomes 
a part of you. On the 
awards stand, I thought 
about everything that 
happened last year and it 
was all worthwhile.” 
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the world that the U.S. is 
back," said Marsden. “By 
Seoul, we intend to be 
competitive with anyone 
who walks on the floor.” 
His sentiments 
were echoed by the two 
leaders. “The U.S. team 
has improved so much it 
will shock the rest of the 
world,” said Mar. “When 
they (the Soviet Union) 
find out how much we 
beat Cuba, they will be 
scared,” said Phillips. 
All-Around Finals 

Again, it was an all 
USA show. Mar, Phillips 
and Garrison-Steves pro- 
vided the punch coming 
into the finals with 
almost a two point lead 
over Cuba’s Elsa Chivas. 

It was destined Mar 
take the all-around title. 
After coming within in- 
ches of giving up on the 


sport in 1986 due to her 
back problems, this 
member of SCATS looked 
stronger than at any 
other time in her career. 
“I seriously contemplated 
leaving the sport. I had 
serious doubts about my 
ability. I couldn’t do what 
I wanted and it became 
very frustrating,” said 
Mar. “But I had my goals 
and I was determined. It 
takes a lot for me to give 
up. The 1988 Olympics — 
I want to get there, get a 
medal of any color and re- 
tire.” 

With a couple of in- 
ches added to her sleek 
frame, Mar was absolute- 
ly devastating in all four 
of her events. Perhaps 
her best routine of the 
competition came on 
floor, her first event that 
day. With Bruce Spring- 
steen’s “Born In The 
USA” in the background, 



Elsa Chivas helped Cuba settle into its role of sil- 
ver medalists handily defeating the Canadian 
squad 376.375 to 368.725. 





Kristie Phillips leapt directly to a gold 
medal on floor with 19.538 points. Even 
though she had a few mistakes, Phillips 
still managed to place second all-around 
behind the excellent performance of 
Sabrina Mar. 

Mar beautifully glided 
through her skills, tumb- 
ling like an acrobat and 
dancing as if she were a 
ballerina. Her ending 
pose, with fingers pointed 
towards the sky, left no 
doubt as to who would 
win the all-around title. 

“I was really happy 
with floor,” said Mar. “I 
had trained for two 
months and I’m glad I got 
the opportunity to show 
it off. Starting on a good 
note like that always 
gives me confidence. 1 
really didn’t look at the 
scores that much, I knew 
if I hit, I would be in posi- 
tion.” 


With her 9.875 
score, much of the mys- 
tery faded. If Mar hit, 
there was really no way 
Phillips could catch her 
for the gold. Phillips, a 
competitor that can nev- 
er be counted out, com- 
mitted another miscue, 
falling off beam, which 
sealed her fate to second 
place. ‘The meet, so far, 
hasn’t been great for me,” 
admitted Phillips. “After 
I fell on beam, I wasn’t 
really motivated to go out 
and finish the competi- 
tion. I was upset about 
other events and let them 
get the best of me.” 

As Marsden pointed 
out at the meet’s incep- 
tion, this was a very tal- 
ent-laiden bunch. “We 
said all week that on any 
given day, any one of 
them could win. Kristie 
made a mistake and that 
was the difference. You 
have to have consistency 
and confidence, you must 
execute and you have to 
have the difficulty. In 
that order, that’s what 
we are looking for.” 

Garrison -Steves 
put to rest the rumor that 
collegiate gymnasts, or 
“old gymnasts” couldn’t 
compete internationally 
with her bronze medal 
performance. Slimmer 
and stronger than she 
was when she placed 
second in the Cham- 
pionships of the USA in 
1985, Steves provided 
stability and experience 
for this team. She was 
absolutely poetry in mo- 
tion on beam scoring a 
9.650. 

Individual Event Finals 

What the indi- 
vidual event finals pro- 
vided was the opportun- 
ity for some other coun- 
tries to share a little of 
the spotlight. Cuba took 
full advantage of this on 
the first event, vault, as 
Laura Rodriguez scored a 


9.870 for the gold and 
Luisa Prieto a 9.650 for 
the silver. Phillips took 
the bronze. 

The United States 
sent its two premier un- 
even bar specialists into 
the finals as Marlowe 
edged Mar for the gold 
medal. Both routines 
were superb, scoring 
9.800 each, but Marlowe 
held the preliminary 
edge. Brazil broke into 
the medal column with 
Luisa Ribeiro winning 
the bronze. 

Garrison- Steves 
continued her excellent 
beam work, capping off 
her fine competition with 
the gold medal for her 
9.713 routine. She edged 
Cuba’s Tania Guia and 
Chivas in the standings. 

Phillips worked out 
some of her frustrations 
taking the gold medal on 
floor. With her music, the 
theme from the Benny 
Hill Show, her energetic 
routine was greeted with 
a standing ovation by the 
crowd as she received a 
9.813. Mar took the silver 
with Rodriguez taking 
the bronze. 



Cuba’s Ibis Naredo 
pauses to look back at 
the Americans prior to 
her bars routine. 
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Natic 


The Tenth Pan American Games 
8-23 August 1987 Indianapohs (USA) 

Individual Results 

Rings Vault Par.B. Hor.B. Total 2 Prelim. Final Place Name 


Rings 


Tim Daggett 
Felix Aguilera 
Brian Ginsberg 

Brad Petera 
Gnilherme Pinto 
Gerson Gnoatto 
Alan Nolet 

Alejandro Peniche 
Licurgo Dias Sand 
Carlos Fulcher 

Diego Lopez 
17 Alexis Moreno 
Luis Ordonez 
Hector Salazar 
Victor Colon 


Floor Horse 
USA 9850 9.100 

CUB 9.750 9.350 

USA 9800 9.850 

CUB 9.750 9.550 

USA 9.7 


PER 8.709 7850 8 


600 68.650 116.250 
750 57.750 115.500 
700 57.350 115.050 
.000 58.000 i: 

500 57.050 67.375 114.42! 
700 56.550 57.050 113.601 
55.850 56.000 111.851 
550 51.650 55.575 110.221 
54.975 110.07! 
55.025 110.021 


450 9.450 8.900 

1.050 9.500 53.500 ; 
1.600 8.950 53.100 ! 
250 8.450 8.750 51.650 ! 

200 8.200 8.850 50.100 ! 

150 8.950 8.800 I 


5 109 


925 


to 6.900 8.250 8.800 7.951 

Team Results 


IB 47.050 48.' 

1A 48.200 46.650 48 
IB 47.250 46.851 
1A 46.050 44.351 
IB 46.200 45800 43.7! 

1A 46.700 45.500 42.7! 

IB 46.000 43850 < 

1A 46.000 44.950 < 

IB 44.550 43.350 44.500 • 

1A 45.550 42800 42800 ‘ 

IB 44.450 40.950 43800 - 


Floor Exercise 


IB Prel. Note 3 Total 

800 9.750 9.775 9.700 19.475 

750 9.700 9.72 


Alejandro Peniche 
Tony Pineda 
Brian Ginsberg 


Tony Pineda 
Lazaro Amador 
Brad Petera 
Cario Sabino 


700 0.709 0.500 19 
9.550 9.600 i! 
0.500 9.650 I 
9.550 9.600 19.15 
450 9.450 9.550 I 
600 9.450 9.400 18850 
500 9.300 9.300 18.600 


BRA 9.200 8.950 


IB Prel. Note 3 Total 


Casimiro Suarez 
Scott Johnson 
Alejandro Peniche 
Felix Aguilera 
Brian Ginsberg 
Alan Nolet 


Place Name 

1 Scott Johnson 

2 Casimiro Suarez 

3 Felix Aguilera 

4 Guilherme Pinto 

5 Tony Pineda 

6 Tim Daggett 

6 Carlos Fulcher 

8 Licurgo Diaz Sandi 


575 9.313 18 

425 9.160 18 

460 9.075 18 


760 9.800 

775 9.450 

675 9.460 19 

300 9.750 

675 9.100 

675 9.200 18 

375 8.900 18 


Horizontal Bar 



Strong support was offered by Kevin Davis. 
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The Perfect Christmas Gift 



comes to you in six full color issues. Get to know the 
Olympians as they reach towards 1988. Your friend will 
receive a card from USA Gymnastics telling of your great 
gift. Christmas is coming, order today! 

Friend’s Name Address 

City State Zip Code Phone 

Your Name Age Friend’s Age 

Fill out and mail with $12.00 check to USA Gymnastics, Pan American Plaza, Suite 300, 201 S. Capitol, 
Subscriptions must be received by 12/15/87. Indianapolis, IN 46225 

Gift will begin with January/February 1988 issue. 
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Individual Results 


Kristie Phillips 
Kelly Garrison-Ste 
Luisa Ribeiro 
Tania Guia 
Laura Rodriguez 
EisaChivas 
Tatiana Figueiredo 
Yanik Giguere 
Andrea Conway 

Amelie Major 
Oriana Mendez 
Beatriz Corteguera 

Adriana Duffy 
Mailara Santana 
Gabriela Lobato 
Marina Magas Day 
Maria-Ceceilia Ibarrondo 


USA 9-875 9.751 

USA 9.826 9.' 


725 9850 9.72 


USA 9.775 9.700 9.651 


CUB 9.325 9.47 


9.450 9.300 9.20 


ARG 8875 8.75 


39.200 38.775 77.97. 
38.626 38.787 77.38 
38.700 38.600 77.30 
38.026 37.375 75.40 


37.037 74812 
37.000 74800 
37.050 74.150 


37.025 36212 73237 
I 36850 72.900 
) 36200 72.600 
35.675 35825 71.600 
35275 34.83' 

34.325 35.601 


Laura Rodriguez 
Luisa Prieto 
Kristie Phillips 
Rhonda Faehn 
Oriana Mendez 
Tatiana Figuelredt 
Adriana Ruiz 
Adriana Duffy 


' 70.112 
35.600 69825 
35200 69.775 


0.800 9.80 
9.675 9.82 
9.725 9.95 


9.800 9.65 
9.750 9.50 
9.837 9.38 


1A IB I 

9.850 9.825 i 
9.775 9.660 £ 
9.700 9.650 £ 
9.575 9.475 £ 
9.500 9.350 £ 
9.500 9.375 E 
9.575 9.600 £ 


Tatiana Figueiredo 


Place Nation 


49.100 

49150 

48.400 

46.875 

46.650 

47.125 
49525 
46.800 
45.300 

46.125 


47.775 

47.225 

47.125 

48176 


44.600 

43.425 

48076 

48726 

42275 



Total 1A4-1B 

192.825 

193.125 385.950 

89.600 

89775 378375 


44860 

43875 


Kelly Garrison-Sti 
Tania Guia 
Elsa Chivas 


Maria-ines Flores 


164.025 340.925 


CAN 9.125 
PUR 9.325 
GUA 9.250 
PUR 9.125 


Prel. Note 3 Total 3 


925 9.225 9.450 18675 
075 9.200 9.075 18.275 
1.200 8.925 18125 
1.175 7.900 17.075 


(Right) Hope Spivey. (Left) 
Uneven Bars Gold Medalist 
Melissa Marlowe. 
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THE GOLDEN MOMENT 



ARRIVES 


By Mike Botkin 

T he Stars and 
Stripes were 
hoisted and the 
national an- 
them rang for 
the first time in 
the history of 
rhythmic gymnastics in 
the United States during 
the Tenth Pan American 
Games, August 9-11 in 
Indianapolis, Indiana. 
Diane Simpson pre- 
sented her country with 
its first gold in interna- 
tional competition, accu- 
mulating two gold and 
three silver medals in the 
process. 

“It had been a long 
time coming,” said a 
proud Simpson. “My 
thoughts (on the awards 
stand) were about my 
grandfather and my 
family. Then I started 
thinking about our gov- 
ernment and how I was 
contributing to the coun- 
try. This is the first time 
the flag and anthem have 
been raised for the Unit- 
ed States and I feel very 
proud and honored to 
have competed for the 
U.S.” 

But as great as 
Simpson’s efforts were in 
the individual events, 
she still fell short in her 
attempt at the all-around 
title, a title she had with- 
in her grasp. She let it 
slip during her last 
event, the clubs, when 


three drops and a 9.200 
score gave Cuba’s 
Loudres Medina the open 
door for the gold. “I was 
ready to do a great 
routine. I think I was as 
calm as before any 
routine,” said Simpson. 

Medina, however, 
wasn’t quite as calm be- 
fore her final events. “I 
was very nervous at 
first,” said Medina, “but 
as soon as I heard the 
crowd was behind me, it 
felt like home.” Medina, 
19, was bom in Havana 
and began rhythmic 
gymnastics when she 
was nine. “Ballet is my 
second choice, but what 
captured my imagination 
first was the artistic 
aspects of rhythmic,” said 
Medina. “Since I began, 
my athletic career has 
been very strong.” 

The confidence she 
displayed in herself was 
evident on and off the 
competitive floor. While 
performing, this fresh- 
man at the University of 
Physical and Education- 
al Culture completed the 
intricate aspects of her 
routines with ease. She 
also made the transition- 
al moves look like what 
they are supposed to be — 
transitional. During the 
first day of the all-around 
competition, she demons- 
trated with the rope and 
clubs just how smooth 
under pressure she could 


Diane Simpson became the first American rhyth- 
mic gymnast to win a gold medal in an interna- 
tional competition. She won golds for her rope 
and ribbon events. 
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be. That is where she 
really won the competi- 
tion, completing the two 
hardest events without a 
flaw. That put the pres- 
sure on Simpson for the 
second day where she had 
to compete rope and 
clubs. 

Going into the final 
day of all-around com- 
petition, Simpson held a 
.050 lead on Medina. 
Simpson came out very 
confident and completed 
her rope routine for a 
9.70. Medina, not to be 
different, hung close with 
a very flashy hoop 
routine which included 
many intricate tosses for 
which she was awarded a 
9.70 also. 

Not to be over- 
looked was the perfor- 
mance of Marina 
Kunyavsky who was 
hanging tough tied for 
third after three events 
with Canada’s Mary 
Fuzesi. Kunyavsky's 
performance and the 
Prudential Life Insur- 
ance Company have 
something in common — 
they are both solid as a 
rock. On this day, 
rope routine was very 
crisp in her deliveries 
and catches and her 
guitar accompaniment 
fit her every move. 

But in the final 
routine, the rock chipped 
and Simpson’s clubs be- 
came independant and 
decided to go their own 
way, which resulted in 
her drops and subsequent 
score leading to the sil- 
ver. Kunyavsky’s drop 
took the breath away 
from those who had been 
watching her over a 
period of time. During 
her performances in the 
past, the sure bet was on 
her to catch her clubs, but 
on this day the fatigue of 
the competition hit her. 


Lourdes Medina of Cuba was flawless in her quest for the all-around gold. 
She defeated American Diane Simpson by a scant .350 for the top all-around 
spot. She also won gold medals in hoop and clubs. 


“I think we could have 
done much better,” said 
Kunyavsky. “Competi- 
tion after competition 
has left me very tired. 
The drop really brought 
me down. I have just real- 
ized how tired I am.” 

So with the drop, in 
slipped Medina and 
Fuzesi for the gold and 
bronze medals respec- 
tively. The Canadian, 
who looks like a clone of 
Olympic Gold Medalist 
Lori Fung, was very ex- 


cited about her position- 
ing in the final stand- 
ings. “I was happy to get 
anything,” she beamed. 
“I tried my hardest in ex- 
pression and every- 
thing,” adding, “I’m just 
very happy.” Fuzesi, who 
ranks fourth in her coun- 
try, is just 13 years old 
and has been competing 
in rhythmic gymnastics 
for four years. Prior to 
that she had been in pre- 
competition artistic gym- 
nastics. 


Another American, 
Irina Rubenshtein, was a 
steady performer 
throughout the competi- 
tion. Her scores, which 
ranged from 9.25 to 9.45, 
aided to her sixth place 
all-around finish. Her 
9.45 in clubs got her into 
the event finals. 

Event Finals 

Anticipation was 
quelled as to the condi- 
tion of Simpson’s nerves 
almost immediately dur- 
ing the event finals as the 
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During the clubs med- 
al ceremony, gold 
medalist Lourdes 
Medina is sandwiched 
between Canadians 
Mary Fuzesi, silver 
medalist (right) and 
Susan Cushman, 
bronze medalist (left). 
Marina Kunyavsky of 
the USA (far left) tied 
Cushman for the 
bronze. 


Evanston, Illinois native 
was first up with rope. As 
she stepped onto the com- 
petitive carpet, she was 
serenely calm. Once her 
music began, though, her 
countenance changed 
and she was arrogantly 
confident as she attacked 
the competitive floor and 
came away with the 
highest score awarded 
thus far in the meet, a 
9.80. 

It was at that time 
she realized she had won 
the gold medal, the first 
ever for a United States 
competitor. “I was very 
confident today, I wasn’t 
all freaked out. I was 
calmer and I felt aggres- 
sive. I wasn’t worried ab- 
out the scores, if I per- 
formed to my best capabi- 
lities, I knew they would 
be there. All I was really 
worried about was doing 
the best that I can,” she 
said. Following Simpson 
in the rope standings 
were Medina, who scored 
a 9.75, and Kunyavsky, 
who came back with a 
9.60 for the bronze. 


Medina came into 
the hoop finals with a . 10 
lead and flowed to a 9.75 
score which really gave 
her an insurmountable 
lead. Simpson, going for 
broke, performed the best 
routine of the entire com- 
petition scoring another 
9.80, which was .05 short 
of tying for the gold. As a 
true champion will, she 
gave it a great attempt. 
Kunyavsky was steady 
with a 9.55 routine but 
Fuzesi came through 
with a 9.60 to sneak in for 
the bronze. 

An inspired crowd, 
the largest to view a 
rhythmic competition in 
the United States since 
the 1984 Olympics, 
heartily approved of 
Simpson’s stellar hoop 
routine. Her coach, Irina 
Vdovets explained why 
Simpson is so natural at 
this discipline. “No mat- 
ter how good the girl is, if 
she doesn’t have the feel 
of the music, like Diane 
does, then she is not as 
good. To teach the girl 
the skill is not as hard as 
teaching her to move 
with the music,” said 
Vdovets adding, “Diane 
is an actress.” 


Kunyavsky com- 
peted to a drummer of a 
different beat to hammer 
out a steady clubs routine 
of 9.50 to tie for the 
bronze on this event. 
Susan Cushman, 15, 
whose energetic routine 
displayed many quick 
and sharp movements 
and catches, was also 
awarded a bronze. Medi- 
na, slowed a bit by fa- 
tigue, still put together a 
potent 9.70 routine to 
win the gold. Fuzesi, who 
suffered a major drop, 
settled for the silver. 

The ribbon final be- 
came another showcase 
for American Simpson as 
she attacked her routine 
to end with a 9.75 and 
another gold medal. She 
won the high toss of the 
competition award as her 
final toss nearly scraped 
the rafters of the Indi- 
anapolis Convention 
Center ceiling more than 
35 feet above. Medina 
won the silver and Fuzesi 
tied with Thalia Fung of 
Cuba for the bronze just 
edging out Kunyavsky. 


After the competi- 
tion, the Cuban delega- 
tion was very pleased 
with their results. Said 
Medina, “I feel very deep- 
ly about this competition. 
I did not expect such good 
results, but I feel strongly 
about the backup of my 
trainer. My purpose was 
to participate the best I 
can with honor. Every- 
time you participate with 
honor, pride and confi- 
dence, your results are 
always deserved,” she 
said. “Especially when 
they are this good.” 

Although Medina 
admits that her training 
can take her only so far, 
she depends upon the 
support her teddy bear 
‘Sacha’ brings her. But 
aside from that, she feels 
the Cuban program is on 
the rise. “We have noth- 
ing to envy the Bul- 
garians about because 
we, too, have revolutio- 
nized the sport. They are 
much more experienced 
than us but I would not be 
surprised if we do not end 
up very close with them 
in a competition very 
soon.” 
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The Tenth 

Pan American Games 
8-23 August 1987 
Indianapolis (USA) 


1 Lourdes Medina 

2 Diane Simpson 


8 Rosane Fauilla 


All-Around 

Results 

Nation Rope 


Clubs Ribbon Total 


9.700 9.650 9.600 


38.500 

38.150 

38.050 

37.000 

37.400 

37.350 

36.350 
36.350 
36.300 
35350 
35.450 


Diane Simpson 
Lourdes Medina 

Mary Fuzesi 

Thalia Fung 
Marina Kunyavsky 


USA 9.650 9 
CUB 9.600 9 
CAN 9.550 9 


Rope 


Nation Prelim. Final 1 


na Kunyavsky USA 9.600 


Maty Fuzesi 
Thalic Fung 
Susan Cushman 
Rosane Fauilla 


CUB 9.350 
CAN 9300 
BRA 9.200 


400 18.750 
400 18.700 
350 18.550 


9.000 9.050 18.050 

Hoop 

Nation Prelim. Final Total 

a CUB 9.700 9.750 19.450 

i USA 9.600 9.800 1 


Marina Kunyavsky 
Thalia Fung 
Susan Cushman 

Rosane Fauilla 


200 9.400 18 
9.250 18 
000 9.050 18. 


3 Marina Kunyavsky 

5 Rosane Fauilla 

5 Thalia Fung 
7 Irina Rubinshtein 


Nation Prelim. Final Total 

CUB 9.650 9.700 19.350 
CAN 9.600 9.500 1 

9.600 18.900 


PEAK PERFORMANCE 
IN GYMNASTICS 



:e young gymnasts to be the best they can be! This may be one 
i most valuable gifts you can give your young gymnast! Only S10.95! 

} A: Visualization & Motivation 
Side B: Meet Preparation 

For Visa/MC orders call Pegasus Institute at 
(801) 374-9930 or send Name and complete 
Address with Check or M.O. for $10.95 to: 
Pegasus Institute, 3319 N. University, Suite 
150 Dept. GT, Provo, Utah 84601. For Visa or 
MC include acct. # and exp. date. 



Pegasus Institute 

3319 N. University Ave. 
Suite 150 Dept. GT 
Provo, Utah 84601 


Peak Performance 
in Gymnastics 


Name 






Payment: Check/MO 

VISA _ 

MC 

# 

Exp. 



EEBm 
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PRODUCT 




m 


GYM TRIX 
Saves Space 

Because of the need to place 
uneven bars in a space of less than 
13 feet, Wally Eyman of Keene, 


NH invented the ‘Space Saver,’ an 
anchoring system designed to mod- 
ify the traditional cabling systems 
for uneven bars and high bar. The 
system can save the gym up to 150 
feet and in most cases allow for 
another station of equipment. 

Thoroughly tested by en- 
gineers to meet and exceed the 
strength and stability provided by 
the traditional cabling system, 
‘Space Saver’ still retains the ‘feel’ 
of the bars according to the lesson 
through elite gymnasts who have 
trained on it. 

A fantastic idea, designed 
and manufactured by GYM TRIX, 
INC. of Dover, NH, this system has 
been installed in over 10 states. 
For further information on gaining 

X11U1C opa«' jxicaoc wnLc ui Call 

Bart Wyman, 68 Knox Marsh 
Road, Dover, NH (603) 749-2827. 


Alpha Factor’s 
New Catalog 

Alpha Factor, known world- 
wide for top quality garments and 
innovative designs in competitive 
gymnastics apparel, is introducing 
its new 1987-88 catalog. In addi- 
tion, a special imprinted sports- 
wear line will feature a white satin 
jacket with USA graphics. With 
every purchase, Alpha Factor will 
make a donation to our national 
teams. For more information on 
the Alpha Factor catalog and other 
sportswear, write to Alpha Factor, 
Dept. T, Box 6246, Valley View 
Road, York, PA 17406. 


SPONSO R 

mam 
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Oak Harbor Tigers 
Club of Month 

The Oak Harbor Gymnastics 
Tiger Team, located at 3078 N. 
Goldie Road in Oak Harbor, WA, is 
directed by Robert Earl and Fibyl- 
le Earl, who was a member of the 
1964 German National Team. The 


Tigers, who are coached by Bobby 
Sullivan, have a current enroll- 
ment of 60 with the highest level of 
competitor Class II. 

The Tiger team consists of 25 
gymnasts ranging in ages of seven 
through 15. There are active teams 
at the Class II, III and IV levels. In 
1987, the Tigers hosted the Class 
IV State Championship meet. 

The Oak Harbor Tiger Team 
also traveled to Europe in 1987. 
The gymnasts competed in Eng- 
land, Switzerland and Germany at 
the end of June. The traveling 
team consisted of 12 gymnasts at 
Class II, HI and IV levels and were 
between the ages of 10 and 15. The 
gymnasts were responsible for the 
expense of their own airline ticket 
and personal expenses. While in 
Europe, the team stayed with host 
families in each country making 


the next biggest expense renting 
vans for ground transportation. 
The parent booster club was busy 
with fund raisers, including candy 
sales, raffles and sponsoring meets 
for the trip. 

The Dodge promotional ban- 
ner was displayed dining the Class 
IV State Championship meet, 
which had 158 competing gym- 
nasts and 800 spectators. The 
Dodge folders were used in making 
“friendship packets”which were 
passed out to the delegation in Ger- 
many and a Dodge banner was also 
awarded to the delegation. 

Oak Harbor Gymnastics 
works hard and is always ready to 
help other gymnasts. This was 
their third European Tour. Con- 
gratulations from USA Gymnas- 
tics and Dodge. 
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UNIQUE SILK SCREENED T-SHIRTS 7.99 


A - DEFINITION 

White Letters/Red Shirt 


gym-nast (jim-nast) Noun per 
taining to female of species. 1. 
expert in gymnastics (i.e.) one 
whose parents work two jobs to 
pay for private lessons. 2. one 
who performs well under stress 
(i.e.) competes calmly before 
crowds yet suffers anxiety dur- 
ing school tests. 3. one who is 
well coordinated (i.e.) has the 
ability to balance body on nar- 
row beam yet cannot bend over 
to pick up clothes off floor of her 
room. 4. wearer of proper ath- 
letic attire (i.e.) has new body 
suit for each day of practice. 


D - EXCUSE 

White Letters/Blue Shirt 



J - BUSTER 

White Letters/Blue Shirt 







F - SWING 

Black Letters/Pink Shirt 





SWING 

WITH A GYMNAST 


> lack ^mh“ht CE 

m AFRAID OF rs WER£N , t set R)GHT / Ri PPed £ W/4S f, Rst 
VAULT RUN WAS TOO SHORT 

r!^ TARD WAS T0 ° TIGHT my steps were off 

FLOOR MUSIC TOO LOW FORGOT LUCKY STUFFED ANIMAL 

CROWDS MAKE ME NERVOUS JUDGES DON'T KNOW TALENT 
FORgot , FLOOR HAD NO SPRING 

TH£ 8Eam Was\up A Per s "° £ s Coach ^lled WRONG VAULT 


G - PRACTICE 

Blue Letters/White Shirt 



C - PRAYER 

Black Letters/Pink Shirt 


The Gymnast Prayer 
as 3 foarm up for this meet, 

3 prag mg competition 3 can beat. 
Anb if 3 fail arnibst tf[e cheers, 

3 prag 3 can Ijolb bark mg tears, 
Attb one more fifing success or not, 
3 prag the creator of the beam be shot! 


O - LYMPICS 

White shirt/blue lettering 
red circles & design 







K&L - BUTTONS— $1.50 

WHITE LETTERS ON RED 


TELEPHONE: 


ORDER BLANK 

SIZE QUANT. 


ONLY 

7.99 


SIZES: Child -14-16 


All Shirts 50/50 - Made ir 


A 

f ^ 

STOP 


PAF 

IENT A13I 

USE 

E 

.GY 

LIMINAT 

MNAS1 

E 

nc 


MEETS 

r 


GYMNASTUFF 
185 Thunder Road 
Holbrook, N.Y. 11741 
(516) 472-3074 


DISTRIBUTORS WANTED 
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SOMETHING 
TO BE PROUD OF 

Special Olympics Draws 4,700 Worldwide Athletes 



Special Olympian 
Shawn Lewis stopped 
to show his emotion 
during his floor 
routine at the Interna- 
tional Special Olym- 
pics held in South 
Bend, Indiana recent- 
ly. Lewis competed 
with 4,700 athletes 
from all over the world 
during this event. 
(USGF photo e 1987 by 
Carl Abernathy) 


By Carl Abernathy 

S hawn Lewis 
completed a 
flip during the 
floor exercises 
then stopped. 
“Yeah,” he 
shouted, wav- 
ing a clenched fist in the 
air. He completed 
another move then stop- 
ped again. 

The judges simply 
smiled. They didn’t want 


to deduct points from the 
21-year-old Springfield, 
Oregon native’s score. 
Afterall, celebrating 
achievements is what the 
Special Olympics is all 
about. Lewis and 4,700 
other athletes from 72 
countries and all 50 
states, including more 
than 300 gymnasts, had 
plenty to celebrate at the 
International Special 
Olympics meet held the 
first week of August in 
South Bend, Indiana. 

The Games were for 
children and adults who 
are physically or mental- 
ly handicapped. Yet, the 
athletes refused to dwell 
on their handicaps while 
competing. 

One gymnast with 
cerebral palsy struggled 
a bit during floor exer- 
cise, but, he went on 
finishing his routine 
while a room full of spec- 
tators cheered on. 

James Leo, a gym- 
nastics judge from Ur- 
bana, Illinois, said he 
was especially moved by 
the performance. Leo, a 
former women’s and 
men’s gymnastics coach 
at the University of Illi- 
nois, is an experienced 
gymnastics judge. But 
being a part of the Spe- 
cial Olympics was truly 
special, he said. 

“It brought tears to 
my eyes when I saw that 
kid with cerebral palsy 
going through his floor 
routine. It took him a 
while, but you could see 


the determination on his 
face and how hard he was 
trying. And then when he 
finished and his face 
broke out in a smile, that 
was really gratifying,” 
said Leo. 

A host of celebrities, 
including former Olym- 
pic champions Mary Lou 
Retton, Bart Conner and 
rhythmic gymnast Lydia 
Bree, found out how grat- 
ifying working with Spe- 
cial Olympians can be. 

Dick Sergent, who 
starred in the television 
show “Bewitched” cer- 
tainly did. While helping 
with the gymnastics 
events, Sergent must 
have been hugged nearly 
100 times in the course of 
an hour while watching 
the participants and, la- 
ter, presenting the 
awards. It’s not often that 
athletes embrace every- 
one else around them, 
competitors included, af- 
ter each performance. 
Winning was important 
at the Games, but not as 
important, it seemed, as 
trying. 

In one basketball 
game, for example, mem- 
bers of one team passed 
the ball to the opposing 
team and cheered for the 
opponents because they’d 
built a 32-2 lead. Enough 
was enough, they 
thought. 

And in one gymnas- 
tics division for boys be- 
tween eight and 15 years 
of age, three athletes be- 
came inseparable 
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friends, despite the fact 
that none of the three 
could speak the other’s 
language. 

Choi Wah Wai from 
Hong Kong, a tall, 
muscular 15-year-old, 
encouraged every athlete 
before his event with an 
affectionate pat on the 
back. Afterwards, he in- 
sisted that everyone get 
their picture taken 
together. 

Patrick Leguillon, a 
short 15-year-old from 
France, was the favorite 
of the group with his 
array of funny faces and 
antics. To amuse his new 
friends, he regularly 
attacked his Tony the Ti- 
ger balloon, yelling at it 
in mock anger. He also 
sneaked up on people to 
scare them, only to smile 
innocently when they 
turned around. 

Sage Johnson, a 15- 
year-old American, spent 
his time trying to find 
ways to communicate. He 
asked for a sheet of paper 
and a pen, writing down 
English words in the 
hope that Leguillon could 
read English even if he 
couldn’t speak it. 
Apparently, Leguillon 
couldn’t, but he could in- 
terpret smiles and body 
language. 

As it turned out, 
Choi won the gold medal 
in their division for best 
all-around gymnast. 
Leguillon and Johnson 
tied for second. Standing 
on the victory platform, 
with Leguillon on his tip- 
toes, the three held their 
hands far above their 
heads, smiling broadly. 
“Who says those kids 
can’t understand each 
other?” one volunteer 
asked. 

It truly was fun 
meeting athletes from all 
over the world, said Don 
Berndt, a 35-year-old 
special Olympian from 
South Bend. But, in addi- 
tion to their friendship, it 


was nice being around 
the other athletes be- 
cause they pushed him to 
work harder, he said. 

Berndt worked 
hard to prepare for the 
Games, spending four 
hours per night, four 
nights a week practicing 
with his coach, Tracey 
Nicodemus. “He’s really 
been looking forward to 
this,” Nicodemus said. 
“He catches on to things 
easily. I think gymnas- 
tics is in his blood.” 


His persistence 
payed off with gold med- 
als on floor, vault and 
high bar with a silver 
medal on parallel bars. 
“Gymnastics is an enjoy- 
able sport,” he said. “And 
the Special Olympics is 
great. I’m glad they had 
this here.” 

George Kelly of 
Rochester, New Hamp- 
shire, the coach of two 
gymnasts with Down’s 
Syndrome, said Special 
Olympics has helped his 


athletes gain self-esteem. 
After starting out in “spe- 
cial” gymnastics classes, 
21-year-old Darlene Sul- 
livan and 13-year-old Re- 
becca Rich have gradu- 
ated to classes with stu- 
dents who are not hand- 
icapped, he said. “Down’s 
kids have an affinity to 
be earth-bound. This has 
liberated them. This 
gives them something to 
be proud of.” 


When you practice to be 
the best, 

your music should be too. 

We produce music 
to give you the 
enthusiasm & confidence 
felt by champions. 


ss> 




Elite 
Expressions * 

2201 Shad Court. Naples, FL 33962 
(813)775-2921 


continued from page 15 





placed fifth in the Festi- 

accepted her curtain call 

val. September will mark 

with all the enthusiasm 

just her third year in 

of one who scored a 10.00. 

competitive rhythmic 


Before a 

packed 

gymnastics and she is 

house, the awards cere- 

already breaking into the 

mony turned out to be 

top five with an all- 

very 

emotional for the 

around score of 74.750. 

competitors. As it was at 

In one of the most 

the 1984 Olympic Trials 

uplifting routines of the 

in Atlantic City, tears til- 

entire competition, veter- 

led the eyes of the top 

an Wendy Hilliard, a 

three as 

the crowd gave 

crowd favorite, put 

therr 

a standing ovation 

together her best rope 

for their outstanding per- 

routine ever. Although 

formance 

“I just started 

her score, a 9.50, didn’t 

crying,” said Simpson. “I 

reflect the excitement on 

didn’t think about any- 

her face or the response 

thing, I 

was just very 

from the crowd, Hilliard 

happy and excited to be 


there.” 



Rhythmic Gymnastics 


1987 U. S. Olympic Festival 

7-23-87 




Individual Scores 



Place Name 

Rope 

loop 

Clubs Ribbon Around 

1 Marina Kunyavsky East Prim. 

9.55 

9.40 

9.70 

75 38.400 

Final 

9.70 

9.80 

9.80 1 

70 30.000 

TOUl: 

19.28 

19.20 

10.50 1 

45 77.400 

2 Diane Simpson West Prim. 

9.60 

9.70 

9.25 

65 38.100 

Final 

9.55 

9.70 

9.70 

80 38.750 

Total: 

19.05 

19.40 

18.95 1 

45 76.850 

3 Irina Rubinshtein East Prim. 

9.46 

9.50 

9.30 

45 37.700 

Final 

9.20 

9.50 

9.50 

45 37.650 

Total: 

18.66 

19.00 

18.80 1 

90 75.350 

4 Michelle Berube North Prim. 

9.45 

9.40 

8,55 

65 37.05 

Final 

9.50 

9.35 

9.45 

65 37.95 

Total: 

1895 

18.75 

18.00 1 

30 75.000 

5 Eugenia Yuan West Prim. 

9.40 

9.30 

9.10 

30 37.10 

Final 

9.30 

9.65 

9,65 

25 37.65 

Total: 

18.70 

18.85 

18.65 18.55 74.750 

8 Alexandra Feldman South Prim. 

9.46 

9.36 

8,95 

25 37.00 

Final 

9.40 

9.40 

9.45 9.30 37.55 

Total: 

1895 

18.76 

18.40 1 

55 74.560 

7 Kelly Tanko South Prim. 

9.30 

9.25 

9.20 9.30 37.05 

Final 

9.20 

9.36 

9.30 9.05 36.90 

Total: 

18.50 

18.60 

18.50 18.35 73.950 

8 Wendy Hilliard West Prim. 

9.20 

8.75 

9.05 9.25 36.25 

Final 

9.50 

9.35 

9.35 

00 37.20 

Total: 

18.70 

18.10 

18.40 18.25 79.450 

9 Janet Bunnag East Prim. 

8.90 

9.16 

9.20 8.75 36.00 

Final 

9.30 

9.25 

9.40 9.30 37.25 

Total: 

1890 

18.40 

18.60 18.05 73.250 

10 Cindy Mount West Prim. 

8.85 

8.76 

825 8.85 34.70 

Final 

8.85 

8.70 

9.00 8.80 35.35 

Total: 

17.70 

17.45 

17.25 17.65 70.050 
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ALL SPORTS T-SHIRT 


GYMNASTICS T-SHIRT 


SHARE THE SPIRIT! 

GREAT CHRISTMAS GIFT! 


Adult 

SM I MD 

LG 1 XL 

Youth 

MD (10-12) 

LG (14-16) 


$9.75 ea + $1 .25 Shipping. 
3/$27 + $3 Shipping. 


A PORTION OF ALL SALES 
I WILL BE DONATED TO THE USGF. I 
Ask for brochure of other "Seoul 
Power" products. 


CALL FOR SPECIAL 
BOOSTER CLUB PRICES. 

SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: NEW DAY 
P.O. BOX C-6000 
SUITE 266 

SCOTTSDALE, AZ 85261 
TELE. (602) 996-7744 


CLASSIFIED 


Positions Available 

Men's Program Director 
Men’s Program Director: Need experi- 
enced person to direct and coach successful pro- 
gram with Class IV through Class II level boys. 
Salary commensurate with experience. Start 
ASAP. Send resume and references to: Norm 
Schnell, Gymnastics World, 802 Blue Crab Road, 
Newport News, VA 23606. (804) 873-2198. 

Head Coaches/Instructors 
Gymnastics Coaches wanted for quickly 
growing program. Full time boys V - II head 
coach, foil time girls IV - II assistant head coach 
(good spotter), two foil time tot gym instructors, 
part time instructors too. Broomall and Rose- 
mont, PA. Send resume to: P.O. Box 83, Davids, 
PA 19087. 

Head Coach/Instructors 
Gymnastics instructors (boys and girls) 
and Head Coach needed. Immediate positions 
available for class instructors (foil or part time). 
Head boys coach also needed, foil time position. 
Call or send resume to: Elite Gymnastics, 80 
Fifth Ave., P.O. Box 382, Hawthorne, NJ 07606 
(201) 423-4040. 

Assistant Women's Gymnastics Coach 

Women’s Gymnastics Coaching Position 
Open Immediately. Assistant women's gymnas- 
tics coach at Boise State University. Must show 
competence in spotting and teaching advanced 
gymnastics skills. Opportunity for running Uni- 
versity club program for extra income. Chance to 
work towards graduate or undergraduate degree 
with fee waivers through BSU. Contact Sam 
(Yvonne) Sandmire right away at: Boise State 
University Athletic Department, 1910 Universi- 
ty Drive., Boise, ID 83726 (208) 385-1667. 

Director/Coach 

Hiawatha Community Center in Seattle, 
WA is looking for a Director for its United States 
Gymnastics Federation club. The club is operated 
by the Hiawatha Advisory Council which is affili- 
ated with the Seattle Department of Parks and 
Recroation. Responsibilities of the Director 
would include: Coaching a USGF club team; 
teaching pre-school and recreational classes. The 
part time position would be from October 1, 1987 
to August 31, 1988. The starting salary range is 
$800.00 to $1,000.00 a month. Call John Her- 
mann at (206) 625-2556. 

Coach/Instructor 

Coach/Instructor needed. Growing club 
on Florida’s Gulf Coast needs a career minded, 
enthusiastic individual with competitive experi- 
ence to teach recreational classes and coach Class 
IV - 1110 girls team. Salary commensurate with 
experience. Three weeks paid vacation a year 
plus insurance. Contact Don or Lee DuMond do 
Suncoast Gymnastics Academy, 9014 Golden 
Pond Ct„ New Port Richey, FL 34654 (813) 849- 
5542. 


tic individual with ability to organize, direct and 
coach competitive program for USGF Class IV - 1 
boys, direct meets, teach recreational classes. 
Must have good communication, professional and 
motivational skillB. Previous experience re- 
quired. College degree, physical education back- 
ground and safety certification preferred. Salary, 
benefits and excellent working conditions. Send 
resume and contact Michael Cates for an inter- 
view at: Broadway Gymnastic School, 1657- 12th 
Street, Santa Monica, CA 90404 (213) 450-0012. 


Head Coaches 

Head coaches: girls and boys Class m 
through I teams. Positions available immediate- 
ly. Salary negotiable. Fully equipped gymnastics 
facility in the Rocky Mountain Region minutes 
from the Olympic Training Center. Send resume 
to National Gymnastics Village, 3870 Mallow 
Road, Colorado Springs, CO 80907. 


Immediate opening for a dependable, en- 
itic individual with a strong gymnastics 
background. Position includes teaching classes 
with emphasis on our girl’s competitive program, 
team levels IV through Class I. Well equipped 
facility with an enthusiastic and positive 
approach to gymnastics. Small town located on 
the lake, but big city attitude toward success. En- 
rollment is 400 plus. Excellent opportunity to 
grow with program. Salary commensurate with 
experience and responsibilities. Will wait for the 
right person. Send resume to: Linda Stott, Celina 
Gymnastics Center, 712 E. Wayne, Celina, Ohio 
45822 (419) 586-4400. 

Director/ Assistant Coach 
Boy’s Director position available. In- 
cludes boy’s recreational classes through Class 
III team. Enthusiastic person looking to develop 
own program. Assistant coach for Class HI, Ad- 
vance/Optional through Elite girls team. Some 
work in recreational classes also. Gym is located 
in Northern California wine country. 13,500 
square foot gym folly equipped with men’s and 
women's apparatus and pits. Salary negotiable 
on experience and ability. Send resume to: Nova 
Gymnastics Academy, 3635 Standish A ve. , Santa 
Rosa, CA 95407 and/or call Craig/Dale at (707) 
585-8035/585-2067. 

Coaches 

Gymnastics coaches needed immediately 
for private boys' school in Manhattan. Hours are: 
Monday through Friday, 1 - 6 p.m. Excellent 
facilities. Great students. Please contact the 
Director of Athletics, Per von Scheele at (212) 
535-8787 or send resume to The Buckley School. 
113 East 73rd Street, NY, NY 10021. 




i. Full time 


choreography needed for Class I and II teams. 
Strong gymnastics background essential. Salary 
commensurate with experience. Send resume to 
Bello's Gymnastics, 487 Dawson Drive, Camaril- 
lo, C A 930 1 0 or call Yehuda Bel lo (805) 484-3268. 


For Sale 

Gymnastics School 
Gymnastics School in sun country. Profit- 
making business with greater profit potential. 
Located in one of the fastest growing cities in US. 
In business for over 10 years. Intact, experienced 
support staff. Fully equipped boys and girls. 
7,800 square feet with room for t ~ 

Karen (505) 524-4689 or (505) 

Cruces, New Mexico. 



Introducing the First 
Leather Gymnastics 
Shoe for Men and 
Women Gymnasts! 

Featuring... 

• Soft Off-White Leather 

• Tough Rubber Soles 

• Reinforced Nylon Seams 

• Constructed Elastic Top 

• Excellent for Floor 
and Apparatus Work 


GYMNAST IX 

Gives You the Winning Edge. 


Available in sizes 4-8. 

For best possible fit, trace an outline 
of your foot onto a piece of paper. 
Indicate your street shoe size and 
your sex on the coupon as these are 
unisex shoes. 
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AMERICA’S 



American Athletic, an official spon- 
sor of the United States Gymnastics Federa- 
tion, is the all-around favorite. The one 
selected for use in the Olympics, and the 
Olympic TVials, the World Gymnastics 
Championships, the Pan American Games, 
the World University Games... and many 
other major tours and meets. 

Why this unequaled popularity? 
Because our concern rests with the athlete. 
Because we believe gymnastic apparatus 
should enhance an athlete’s performance, 
never hinder it 


It's no wonder American Athletic is 
the choice of champions. Shouldn’t it be 
your choice, too? Bring out the best in your 
athletes, bring out AAI American. 

For information about the complete 
line, call Ken Cysewski at 1-800-247-3978 
toll-free today. Telex 910-520-1031. 



American 


200 American Avenue 
Jeffetson, Iowa 50129, U.S.A. 


Official Supplier of 
Gymnastic Equipment to the 
Tenth Kan American Games' 



Pan American Games 

Indianapolis 

7-23 August 1987 




USA GYMNASTICS 

Women's National Tram 


Multi-Vitaniins 


with Minerals 

medium potato ( 150 grams) about 1/3 P l > Jn^ 

1 *>0lus HecommenJci) Daily Alorances (US.® 8 ) 

VtanwA 

Vbnwc ...50 

Itwrin 8 

■Sh..*" ... 2 

Mam 10 
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